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Thinking nationally, acting locally 
THIS ISSUE OF Searchlight focuses heavily on 


the challenges we face over the next few years. 
Let there be no misunderstanding — we are 
entering very dangerous terrain. The British 
National Party might have achieved only limited 
gains in May’s local elections but the underlying 
trend is of continued growth. Britain is witnessing 
a fragmentation in party politics, particularly for 
Labour, and a growing number of people are 
looking elsewhere. Some are looking to the BNP, 
others are not. 

BNP success in the European elections, the 
Stoke-on-Trent mayoral contest and the next 
general election will dramatically alter its fortunes 
and change the political landscape forever. It is 
against this backdrop that we are opening a 
discussion about where the anti-fascist movement 
must go. We have been successful in limiting the 
growth of the BNP but it is no longer enough. 

While Searchlight alone cannot alter the wider 
political conditions we can and we will warn 
against the gathering storm. The national Hope 
not hate campaign will continue but we will be 
encouraging and supporting a growing network of 
local anti-BNP groups committed to more 
community-orientated campaigning. 

We will also not be afraid critically to assess the 
state of anti-BNP campaigns, we will look at our 
own campaigning and that of others. Some of what 
we do works, at least electorally, but other elements 
are less effective. A bit of honesty and reflection is 
needed. We might be able to stop the BNP from 
winning local elections but limiting it to 30% of the 
vote is hardly a success. 

This magazine opens the debate. Over the next 
few issues we will look at other elements of our 
campaigning and the wider political picture, and 
draw on the experiences — good and bad — from 
continental Europe and North America. 

There will be some who will worry about us 
airing these views in public but given the severity of 
the situation we face it is vital that this discussion is 
held, albeit in a friendly and constructive manner. 
Please feel free to contact us with your ideas and 
contributions, the best of which will be included in 
future issues. 


The winds of change 


The anti-migrant pogroms in South Africa, which 
have so far cost the lives of over 40 people, are a 
horrifying reminder of the toxicity of race, poverty 
and migration in a shrinking world. With food 
riots erupting across the globe, fuel prices rising 
ever higher and the world economy on the brink 
of recession, we can expect more trouble and 
conflict between religious and ethnic groups 
around the country. 

These are indeed dangerous times. ~= 
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Where now? 


Searchlight editor Nick Lowles 
assesses the way forward for 
the anti-fascist movement 


he British National Party’s 

success in the London Assembly 

elections coupled with its small 

but continued progress across 
the country provides an _ ideal 
opportunity critically to assess where 
the campaign against the British 
National Party is going. 

For the past few years we have 
successfully limited the advance of the 
BNP in local elections, even reversing 
its fortunes in some of its traditional 
heartlands such as Sandwell, Oldham 
and Bradford. Even Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, has publicly admitted 
that we have developed an election 
operation that can beat the BNP 
almost everywhere. 

But the truth is that as each year goes 
by our job is getting harder. There is an 
ever-growing list of wards at risk to the 
BNP, it’s becoming more difficult to 
turn out our voters and even when we 
do prevent the BNP from winning 
we do so by increasing turnout rather 
than necessarily reducing the BNP’s 
support. In today’s political climate we 
can sometimes feel a sense of relief just 
by keeping the BNP down to 30% 
support in key wards. 

It is perfectly feasible to continue this 
approach over the next couple of years. 
We will defeat the BNP in many more 
wards than they win and perhaps we can 
hold them at bay long enough for wider 
external factors to fundamentally 
undercut the BNP’s support. 

Or we can perhaps try a radically 
different approach. 

This essay will look at possible 
approaches. It is the opening of a 
discussion about where we go now. 
There are no simple or easy solutions of 
course, no one anti-fascist strategy can 
defeat the BNP on its own. However, 
as I shall try to explain, unless we 
do something radically different the 
situation will get a lot worse before it 
gets better. 

To do that we need to really 
understand what is going on. 


We are currently witnessing a 
tangible change in British politics. 
The old traditional voting patterns are 
fragmenting as voters increasingly shop 
around for a party that best articulates 
their concerns and even prejudices. 

The emergence of the BNP is just 
one consequence of the change under 
way, and it is a change far more 
fundamental than many political 
commentators and politicians appear to 
register. It is also primarily an issue 
affecting the Labour Party. 

Labour's support among its traditional 
working-class voters has been shrinking 
for many years and this goes well beyond 
the current decline in fortunes for 
the Brown Government. In many core 
Labour heartlands the party’s support 
among social groups C2 and DE was at a 
lower level in 2005, when it won a general 
election, than in 1983 at the height of 
its electoral unpopularity during the 
Thatcher years. It is a point graphically 
made in the excellent book by Alexander 
Lee and Timothy Stanley, The End of 
Politics: Triangulation, Realignment and 
the Battle for the Centre Ground. 

In 1997, 50% of C2 voters and 59% of 
DE voters supported Labour. By 2005 
this had dropped to 40% and 48% 
respectively. 

This drop has been even more 
pronounced in many core Labour areas. 


In Sheffield Central Labour polled over 


60% of the vote in every election 
between 1983 and 2001, yet in 2005 its 
vote fell to 49.9%. In Burnley, Labour’s 
share of the vote dropped 38.5% during 
the same period. 

“In Yorkshire and Humberside, the 
North and the North West the swing 
may have not significantly affected the 
return of Labour MPs to Westminster 
but majorities have been seriously 
diminished and the party’s share of the 
vote dramatically reduced,” say the 
authors of The End of Politics. 

Some of these disappearing voters 
switched to other parties and in local 
elections this was often the Liberal 
Democrats, but far greater numbers 
simply stayed at home. A declining 
turnout and general lack of interest in 
mainstream political parties was the 
key winner. 

For the Labour leadership this long- 
term shift has not mattered. In the 
current political system general 
elections are not won or lost in the 
Labour heartlands but in the swing 
marginals, where a few votes can turn 
success into defeat. It is these voters 
towards whom all the main parties 
increasingly gravitate. 

Labour has relied on the fact that its 
traditional support, although declining, 
has had nowhere else to go. Many of 
these voters, whose communities were 
decimated under Thatcher, would 


never countenance voting Conservative. 
A few switched to the Liberal 
Democrats, others stayed at home but 
the bulk of those who did vote 
continued to support Labour. 

But this is now changing. The BNP is 
emerging as the voice of this forgotten 
working class. A survey of the wards 
that produced the 25 best BNP votes in 
May shows plainly the profile of BNP 
supporting areas. All but one rank well 
below average in the Indices of 
Deprivation and the one exception, 
Queensbury in Bradford, is roughly 
average. Nearly all are among the top 
10% most deprived areas. 

In every single one of these wards, 
including Queensbury, the proportion 
of the population with no qualifications 
at all is well below the national average. 
Likewise, the proportion of people with 
a level 4/5 qualification (degree or 
teaching/social work qualification) is a 
fraction of the national average. 

The result is that the BNP is now 
challenging Labour in many of its 
heartlands and the effect is startling. 
As we show elsewhere in this magazine, 
the BNP received more votes than 
Labour in the redrawn Dagenham 
and Rainham constituency. And it was 
not the only one. As table 1 illustrates, 
the BNP received more votes than both 
Labour and the Conservatives in the 
new Morley and Outwood constit- 
uency, which will be contested by Ed 
Balls, Secretary of State for Children, 
Schools and Families. 

The BNP also beat Labour in one of 
the two new Havering constituencies 
and would probably have polled more 
votes than Labour in Stoke-on-Trent 
South and Central if it had put forward 
more candidates. 

It is also important not to view the 
BNP in isolation. Its rising support is 
just the most visible element of this 
changing political scene. Other areas, 
such as South and West Yorkshire and 
South Wales, have seen a rise in local 
independent groups. 


Who would have thought that 
Labour could have lost the heartlands 
of Merthyr Tydfil and Blaenau Gwent 
in South Wales to independents? 
In Stoke-on-Trent, a city where ten 
years ago Labour held all 60 seats, 
the party could only win four seats 
this year. In Barnsley, where the BNP 
polled 21%, the Barnsley Independent 
Group holds one third of the seats on 
the council. 


Fundamental shift 

The breaking with Labour reflects a far 
more fundamental shift than mid-term 
blues. For an increasing number of 
traditional Labour voters the party no 
longer reflects their interests. Lee and 
Stanley in The End of Politics blame 
New Labour’s triangulation policy 
under which it has moved into the 
centre ground of politics in order to win 
the key marginals. 

This view is echoed by Labour MP 
Jon Cruddas. “The politics of middle 
England become even more dominant 
in the minds of our political leadership. 
The danger is that we ignore the 
reasons for the strength of the BNP, 
and in so doing reinforce the conditions 
that have created this situation.” 

Many of the people now turning 
their back on the Labour Party have 
not shared the economic prosperity 
of recent years. Many in areas such 
as Stoke-on-Trent and Dagenham 
now find themselves in a worse 
economic position than a few years ago. 
Great swathes of these traditional 
Labour voters not only feel ignored but 
are increasingly seeing in the BNP a 
party that articulates their interests. 
This degree of alienation with the 
mainstream parties was clearly 


demonstrated in the BBC polling that 
accompanied its White Season. 

A number of studies, such as those 
conducted by Vision 21 and more 
recently by Democratic Audit, show 
clearly that a reoccurring theme among 
BNP voters is the sense that no one 


listens to them any more. Labour is 
increasingly seen as a middle-class 
party that prioritises minority groups 
and the interests of more affluent voters 
over themselves. 

This is an international phenomenon. 
In the United States the phenomenon 
of Middle American Nationalism has 
emerged over the past 30 years, which 
despises the corporate elites above and 
the “undeserving” poor below. 

Across Western Europe we have seen 
working-class voters turn towards far- 
right and populist parties. In Denmark 
working-class voters have shifted from 
the Labour Party to the Danish People’s 
Party (DPP). In France the Front 
National remains dominant in many 
traditional working-class communities. 
In Norway, the Progress Party has 
become the country’s main opposition. 

“Workers’ support for the socialist 
parties has fallen away,” say researchers 
from the Danish Valgprojektet (Election 
Project). “There is a class-defined 
demobilisation ... an almost total loss of 
support for the worker parties among the 
younger part of the working class, 
especially among skilled workers.” 

Writing in this month’s Red Pepper, 
the Norwegian writer Magnus Marsdal 
argues that class politics still exists but 
these far-right parties are “in effect 
the new Labour party”. He points 
to Denmark where in the 2001 elections 
61% of the DPP’s support came 
from working-class voters, nearly three 
times as many worker voters as the 
Social Democrats. 

In an interesting parallel with 
England, almost all of these voters were 
from poorer and less educated sections 
of society. 

All this represents a fundamental 
shift in British politics and the real fear 
is that we are heading the way of so 
many other European countries where 
large segments of the working class have 
broken with their traditional centre-left 
parties and moved to the right. 


The root of BNP support 

The BNP is a racist party fuelled by a 
leadership that draws its political roots 
from fascism. That much is clear. 
However, its appeal goes far wider than 
the issue of race. The BNP is tapping 
into political alienation and economic 
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Many voters in the former mining communities across Yorkshire, the Midlands and South 


Wales are breaking with the Labour Party 
Picture: Mike Cohen 


deprivation. It is providing a voice for 
those who increasingly feel ignored and 
cast aside by Labour. The BNP is 
articulating their concerns, grievances 
and even prejudices. 

Race is obviously a key factor but it is 
not the only issue. Race was a defining 
factor in the initial rise of the BNP in 
2001. Riots, growing racial tensions and 
international terrorism conspired to 
build support for the BNP. But this is 
less so now. 

A cursory look at where the BNP 
is gaining support shows that race is 
not necessarily the dominant issue 
that it was in Oldham, Burnley and 
Bradford. There are very small non- 
white communities in Stoke-on-Trent, 
Barnsley and Nuneaton and Bedworth. 
These are traditional working-class 
areas where people feel abandoned and 
ignored. It is into this alienation that 
the BNP moves. Yes, race is certainly a 
central key, but more because it provides 
a prism through which people can see 
and understand the world and, more 
importantly, an easy scapegoat to blame 
for their own situation. 

But the BNP provides far more than a 
racist scapegoat. It gives some voters a 
sense of belonging, an articulation of 
their own frustration — even a new 
white identity. 

This point was graphically illustrated 
in the BBC White Season, particularly 
the film set in a working men’s club in 
Wibsey, Bradford. “I wish I could be 
happy again,” said Graham Anderson. 
In an increasingly complicated and 
disorientated world it is easy to see how 
the BNP can point the finger of blame 
while simultaneously offering a new 
sense of white community. 

Whatever the merits of the Season as 
a whole it did reflect the sense of loss, 
political abandonment and a search for 
identity and belonging of a minority of 
people in this country. 

In an increasingly complex world, in 
which Britain’s place has changed, 
Britain itself is fragmenting and the 
old economic certainties provided by 
traditional employment are long gone. 
It is no coincidence that the BNP 
has emerged in those communities that 
have experienced most economic decline 
and change, principally in the former 
coalfields and car producing areas. 


Why does all this matter for anti- 
fascists? Unless we can understand why 
the BNP is growing we have little 
chance of defeating it. 

Anti-fascism has to continue to focus 
around elections. After all, this is how 
BNP support is measured and nothing 
helps the BNP grow more than 
substantial electoral victories. 

However, it is clear that our message 
also has to develop. Yes, we still have to 
identify and turn out the anti-BNP vote, 
as we have successfully done in so many 
areas, but we must also have something 
to say to potential BNP voters. 

A simple “Don't vote nazi” is an 
irrelevant slogan that needs to be 
discarded immediately. That is not to 
say that we should not highlight the real 
politics of the BNP and its leadership 
but we must address people where they 
currently are. And in terms of that, very 
few people see the BNP as a nazi party. 

It is also clear that a simple Hope not 
Hate message is insufficient. “You tell us 
to vote for Hope not hate but there is no 
hope round here,” one voter told me 
in Dagenham. Similar reports came in 
from Stoke-on-Trent and Nuneaton. 

We need to replace empty slogans 
with substance, and that means 
involving ourselves in the community as 
never before. If the BNP support is 
driven by racial prejudice, often 
whipped up by the national media, 
economic deprivation and a loss of 
identity, then these are the three issues 
we need to contest. 

Nationally, we must challenge and 
expose the racist lies and myths peddled 
in the media while also ending 
the muscular bidding war between the 
political parties over race and 
immigration. Not only is this politically 
damaging (Labour will never appease 
its opponents on immigration), it is also 
quite dishonest. The economic boom of 
recent years has been built on the influx 
of migrant workers, our public services 
would collapse without its non-white 
workforce and the pensions crisis would 
be even more severe without newcomers 
replacing those British people moving 
abroad in record numbers. 

But it is locally that anti-fascists must 
focus their energies. Searchlight has 
long argued for a localised strategy to 
defeat the BNP and the need for this is 


even greater now. Each area is different 
and requires a slightly different solution. 


Thinking nationally, acting locally 
In the recent election we found that our 
general Hope not hate leaflets worked 
in some places but less well in others. 
The general trend was that they were 
more effective where the BNP was 
standing for the first time. In other 
places, such as Stoke-on-Trent and 
Dagenham, where support for the 
BNP is deeply entrenched, we need 
a different approach and one that 
addresses local issues and concerns. 

Where we produced more localised 
leaflets, in Burnley, West Yorkshire and 
Sandwell, our material appears to have 
gone down a lot better. 

Of course there is a limit to how much 
localised material we can physically 
produce during a short election 
campaign. Over the past few years we 
have tried to prioritise the most high risk 
areas and those where we have the best 
local contacts. Two ways of overcoming 
this are to widen the pool of people who 
can produce leaflets, and to produce 
more localised material at other times of 
the year outside election periods. 

To achieve this we need more local 
groups — and building groups with an 
ability to intervene locally must be our 
key priority over the next two years. 
A good functioning local group is likely 
to achieve far more success. It needs to 
be community-orientated, broad-based 
and non-dogmatic. 

It needs to be able to address local 
issues and concerns while having roots 
within the community. It needs to be able 
to form partnerships with other local 
groups to address issues and improve the 
area, while also gaining credibility within 
the community to break down barriers 
and promote cohesion. 

Two good examples of community 
campaigning are Keighley and Epping. 
In Keighley the local TUC and Bradford 
anti-fascists confronted BNP lies over 
grooming, where others had ignored 
what was going on, while simultaneously 
assisting local community groups 


through good old fashioned community 
development work. 

The Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together group has adopted a slightly 
different approach but it too has been B> 


successful. It has sought to build a broad 
coalition of political parties and the 
non-aligned, and has involved residents’ 
and faith groups. While it has not done 
the community development work of 
Keighley, it has helped alter the political 
climate enough to defeat the BNP in 
two of the three seats it was defending. 

Forming local Hope not hate 
groups would also be an excellent way 
of involving trade unionists, many of 
whom refuse to do any direct 
campaigning for the Labour Party any 
more. In addition to bringing extra 
people into activity it strengthens 
the relationship between unions and the 
local community. 

There are other groups that need to be 
included from the start. Among them 
are faith groups, residents’ associations, 
community groups and the voluntary 
sector — people who care enough about 
their local community to be active while 
also having the respect of others. 

It some places, such as Barking and 
Dagenham, one of the fundamental 
problems is the absence of any 


mainstream alternative to Labour, so 
the BNP is the sole beneficiary of 
the anti-Labour vote. For anti-fascists, 
this is a problem as it is hard to build 
a political coalition in an area where 
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there is no one other than Labour to 
work with. 

In these areas community work is 
even more important. In addition to the 
basic anti-BNP material to dispel 
the party’s lies and highlight the 
inadequacies of its councillors, we must 
collaborate with existing community 
and faith groups to help rebuild civic 
society and create an alternative pole of 
attraction to the BNP. It is often the 
lack of local positive institutions and 
community organisers that contributes 
to the feeling of despair and inability to 
change things for the better. 

Empowering local communities to 
improve their local area in a positive 
fashion through working with and 
mobilising local people is essential. 
This includes developing a leadership 
programme that can provide basic 
organising skills and give confidence to 
local people. 

Searchlight is not opposed to 
concerts and large city-centre activities 
but these cannot be the main focus. 
Large concerts, costing hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to stage, do not 
deliver leaflets in the key areas nor 
do they address the concerns and 
grievances of the people likely to vote 
BNP. They certainly have a place in 


To reply to this article or to add your own thoughts about the 
way forward for the anti-fascist movement and the growth of 
the BNP please email me at nick@stopthebnp.org.uk 


mobilising and organising activists but 
the important work has got to be done at 
a more local level. It might not be 
glamorous and it might not be easy but 
it is vital. 


Political solution 

Of course on a wider level the 
BNP needs to be defeated politically. 
While much of this is outside the remit 
and capability of Searchlight we will 
strive to argue that the rise of the BNP 
is the consequence of the shift to the 
centre of all the mainstream parties. 
There can be no disguising this fact. 

There will be some who argue for a 
solely class-based approach to anti- 
fascism but a refusal to work with the 
mainstream parties will only hand 
dozens of seats to the BNP and quicken 
its electoral advance. 

The majority of people are still 
opposed to the racist message of the 
BNP and while it is important that we 
mobilise these voters we must also begin 
to address, at a local level, the grievances 
and insecurities that are giving rise to 
the BNP in the first place. 

The clock is ticking and time is 
running out. The economic downturn, 
the credit crunch, the housing collapse 
and rising living costs are only going to 
increase insecurities over the next year 
or two. The political parties, and in 
particular Labour, are letting down a 
large section of the British population. 
Without radical and immediate change, 
Britain could experience the political 
earthquake that is engulfing much of 
Europe. ~<j 
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Destination North West 


Nick Lowles looks ahead to next year’s European elections 


NEXT YEAR ATTENTION moves to the 
European elections where the BNP will 
be hoping to make its most significant 
political breakthrough to date. 

In 2004 the BNP polled 802,000 votes 
across the country, a national average 
of 4.9%. This was the highest national 
BNP percentage in its history, and it 
was all the more impressive because 
the anti-EU UK Independence Party 
polled 16% and secured 12 MEPs. 

With internal problems potentially 
making the UKIP less of a force, 
especially as the former TV presenter 
Robert Kilroy-Silk no longer fronts the 
party, the BNP will be hoping to gain 
at least one MEP. 

Its best chance will be in the North 
West where Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, has already announced he will 
head the party list. It also has high 
hopes for the West Midlands and 
Yorkshire and The Humber, where the 
BNP polled 7.5% and 8.0% respectively 
in 2004. 

Success in the European elections 
would transform the BNP. An MEP’s 
salary, office and support costs 
amount to more than £200,000 a year. 


justify the BNP’s claim to be Britain's 
fourth party. 

Given the likely reduction in support 
for the UKIP, the BNP must hope to 
improve on its 2004 vote. However, 
nothing can be taken for granted. The 
same reasoning led many to expect a 
substantial increase in the BNP vote in 
the London Assembly election but its 
vote only rose by 0.6%. 

The BNP will also be hampered by 
the reduction in the number of British 
MEPs from 78 to 72 because of the 
expansion of the European Union. 
Most UK regions will elect one MEP less 
than in 2004, including, crucially, the 
North West and the West Midlands. 

Even so, the BNP will need as little as 
8.5% to be elected in the North West 
(up from 7%) and 11.5% in Yorkshire 
and Humber and the West Midlands. 

The strategy of anti-fascists will be 
similar to that employed by 
Searchlight in the London Assembly 
election, namely to turn out “our” vote. 
This will not be easy, especially with 
the lack of interest in Europe among 
many people, including the BME 
communities, and the absence of local 
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Our top priority must be the North 
West, where Griffin's candidature and 
the lowest threshold combine to make 
this a really tough battleground. 
However, while Griffin's name will 
undoubtedly boost the BNP vote, his 
prominence and hardline views will 
help us galvanise anti-BNP voters. 

We will be helped in our campaign 
by the continuing support of the 
Daily Mirror, for which the North West 
is the heartland. 

While the BNP poses a serious risk 
in the West Midlands and Yorkshire 
and Humber we should also be wary 
about the East Midlands. It might 
seem difficult for the BNP to reach 
the 13% required to gain an MEP but 
it is important to remember that the 
UKIP polled 26% there in 2004 and 
the BNP 6.5% with virtually no 
campaigning and indeed no 
regional infrastructure. 

The 2009 European elections will 
undoubtedly be our toughest fight 
yet, particularly given the general lack 
of support for Europe and the stakes 
involved. However, we prevented the 
BNP from winning in 2004 and we can 


* 


And the political credibility would — elections in many areas. do so again. ~<a] 
Table 1: European elections 

| Region Number of MEPs Approximate 2004 2004 Combined vote 

| (2004 figure 2009 vote BNP vote UKIP vote 

in brackets) required 

| East Midlands 5 (6) 13% 91,860 (6.5%) 366,498 (21.1%) 458,358 (27.6%) 

East of England TF 7) 10% 65,557 (4.3%) 296,160 (19.6%) 361,717 (23.9%) 

London 8 (9) 8.5% 76,152 (4.0%) 232,633 (12.3%) 308,785 (16.3%) 

| North East 3 (3) 18% 50,249 (6.4%) 94,887 (12.2%) 145,136 (18.6%) 

North West 8 (9) 8.5% 134,959 (6.4%) 257,158 (12.2%) 392,117 (18.6%) 

South East 10 (10) 6% 64,877 (2.9%) 431,111 (19.5%) 495,988 (22.4%) 

_ South West 6 (7) 11.5% 43,653 (3.0%) 326,784 (22.6%) 370,437 (25.6%) 
West Midlands 6 (7) 11.5% 107,794 (7.5%) 251,366 (17.5%) 359,160 (25.0%) 
Yorkshire & Humber 6 (6) 11.5% 126,538 (8.0%) 228,666 (14.5%) 355,204 (22.5%) 
Wales 4 (4) 17% 27,135 (3.0%) 96,677 (10.5%) 123,812 (13.5%) 
Scotland 6 (7) 11.5% 19,427 (1.7%) 78,828 (6.7%) 98,255 (8.4%) 
Northern Ireland m8) 18% DNS DNS DNS 


Total 


3,468,969 (21.1%) 


*DNS = Did not stand 
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ABNP borough? 


By Nick Lowles 


THE 2008 LONDON election results 
highlighted the severity of the situation 
we face in Barking and Dagenham. 
Unless urgent and real action is taken it 
is not implausible that the British 
National Party will become the largest 
single party on the council in 2010 and 
gain one or two MPs. 

The BNP polled 11,279 votes across 
the borough in the party list section 
of the London Assembly elections. 
While this was still some way behind 
the Labour Party, which polled 15,264, 
the danger signs are there. 

The BNP won comfortably in 
most of the wards where it has its 
12 councillors. It also did well in 
wards where it has not contested local 
elections before, particularly in the 
Dagenham part of the borough, without 
a great deal of work. It came first 
in Heath, the seat of the Labour 
council leader, and finished ahead 
of Labour but just behind the 
Conservatives in Eastbrook. 

If these votes were replicated in 
council elections the BNP would win in 
seven wards, giving potentially 21 seats. 

These were of course not local 
elections and it is clear that some 
Labour voters refused to vote, either 
as a protest at Labour nationally 
or at Ken Livingstone specifically. 
And some local councillors attract a 
personal vote, which could alter the 
outcome in a local election. 

However, there are factors that go 
against Labour. The Conservatives 
polled 8,563 (18.8%) across the 


borough, far more than in the 2006 local 
elections in the borough. Then, the 
Conservatives only managed to put 


forward 23 candidates for the 51 seats. 
In the seven wards that returned BNP 
councillors they only managed to rustle 
up four candidates out of a possible 21. 

There is also anecdotal evidence that 
some people who voted for the 
Conservatives in the London elections 
to get rid of Livingstone would switch 
to the BNP locally as the best placed 
anti-Labour party. 

The situation is dire for Dagenham’s 
MP, Jon Cruddas, whose constituency 
boundary is being redrawn. Although 
the Labour Party polled more votes 
than the BNP in the Dagenham part of 
his constituency, if one includes the 
three Rainham wards to be transferred 
from the Hornchurch constituency, 
which is being abolished, then the BNP 
has more votes. 

In fact, with Labour polling 5,620*, 
the BNP 6,112 and the Conservatives 
7,065 the new Dagenham and Rainham 
seat is a three-way marginal. 

Margaret Hodge is slightly safer in 
her Barking constituency, though only 
because of the large BME vote in 
Abbey, Thames and Gascoigne. In the 
five wards where the BNP already has 


councillors, it remained ahead. 


Where now? 
Nothing is static in politics and the 
BNP can be beaten. 

“ibis. i veally . serious, says 
Dagenhams MP Jon  Cruddas. 
“We need to really begin to mobilise the 
Labour movement in a way that we 
have not done before. We need to out- 
organise them, focus on local activities 
and build new alliances between and 
within communities. 
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bbey Gascoigne Thames 


“But we also need to beat the 
BNP politically. There are real issues 


making local people very angry. 
Many people in the area do not share 
the belief that we've had ten years 
of relentless improvement, in fact 
quite the reverse. They have seen 
their economic insecurities grow and 
feel that the Labour government na 
let them down.” 

Housing remains the number one a 
issue and a consequence of successive 
Government failures. The “right to buy” 
policy has removed almost 50% of 
council stock over the past 20 years and 
an inability to build new properties, 
coupled with the rising cost of 
accommodation generally, has seen local 
housing lists grow. 

“Landlords shifting people around on 
short-term tenancies is also a major 
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Goresbrook River Village 
problem,” the Bishop of Barking 
noted at a recent meeting to discuss 
the election results. This, alongside the 
borough having the lowest-cost housing 
in London, has resulted the greatest 
movement of people in the capital and 
made the job of rebuilding communities 
more difficult. 

The situation has been made worse by 
other London boroughs “dumping” 
families in the borough. Despite 
London-wide agreements to limit this, 
many London boroughs still use private 
sector accommodation, almost always in 
former council properties, to house 
some of their most difficult families. 
Although they pay the rent directly to 
the private landlords, it is the local 
council that has to pay for education, 
health and social services. 

The behaviour and policies of 


BARKING AND DAGENHAM AT A GLANCE 


Wi The borough is experiencing the fastest changing demographics in the 
country. In the 1991 census 96% of people described themselves as “white” 

This fell to 85% in 2001 and the Office for National Statistics estimated in 2003 
that the white population was 76.3%. It is believed that the figure has now fallen 


below 70%. 


Wi The age profile of the population of the borough is also changing. It had the 
second highest percentage of under 18s in London (10.91%) and the highest 
percentages in both the 0-4 (7.23%) and 5-10 (7.65%) age groups (2001 Census). 
The population aged 65 and over has declined by nearly 13%. 

W@ The borough has the lowest average income level in the capital. In the Indices 
of Deprivation 2004 the borough was ranked 21st. Fourteen of its 17 wards are in 
the bottom 20% nationally. Adult basic skills are very low and levels of higher 
education qualifications are the lowest in London. 

Wi The borough is ranked fourth lowest nationally for adult literacy and second 
lowest for numeracy skills. Twenty-four per cent of employed and 43% of 
unemployed residents have no qualifications. The average annual gross household 
income is just under £24,000, which is the lowest in London and below the national 
average. The borough has one of the lowest car ownership rates in London. 

Mi The borough has the worst health inequalities in the capital. 


central government have also not 
helped. As punishment for refusing 
academies, the council was taken off 
the Building Schools for the Future 
programme, which prevents the bor- 
ough accessing the millions of pounds 
available for rebuilding or renewing 
nearly every secondary school in 
England. This sort of political vindic- 
tiveness, especially when education is 
one of the council's success stories, only 
compounds the problem. 

Liam Smith, deputy leader of the 
council, believes the government must 
do far more. “We need to give people a 
reason not to vote for the BNP and that 
has to do with policy. 

“It is no good to say just don't vote for 
the BNP because they are racist. People 
are feeling squeezed and are struggling.” 

In addition to addressing the housing 
issue, Smith says that the Government 
needs to do more to support local 
councils with facilities for young people. 
“Crime in the borough is coming down 
but the perception and fear of crime is 
still very high. We need to encourage 
young people to get off the streets. 

“It is no good building all these new 
sports facilities if local people are then 
priced out of using them. Surely if we 
want young people to stop carrying 
knives, to stop hanging round on street 
corners and to show more respect to 
other people then we have to offer them 
something to do as part of the bargain.” 

For anti-fascists the work for 
the 2010 elections must start now. 
Racist myths over housing, crime and 


health need to be confronted in 
new and more focused ways. Leafleting 
can only achieve so much, but we 
need to find ways to truly engage with 
people directly. 

Likewise the trade unions, which 
together have over 30,000 members in 
the borough, must look at new ways to 
engage their membership and on a level 
that addresses the underlying issues 
rather than just superficial anti-racism. 

Anti-fascists have to continue to 
monitor the activities of the BNP 
councillors and highlight their mistakes 
and behaviour, but, if we are honest, we 
have not been good at letting people 
know. This has to change. To this end, 
Searchlight will begin to produce a 
quarterly newsletter. 

Rebuilding local communities and a 
sense of community that unites people 
of different backgrounds must be a job 
for everyone and the faith groups could 
be central in this. 

There is also a job for the other main 
parties. Even though they are hardly 
represented on the council (there are no 
Liberal Democrats and only one 
Conservative), both parties need to be 
encouraged to rebuild their local 
organisations. There is a strong anti- 
Labour vote out there and in the absence 
of an alternative it will go to the BNP. 

None of this work is going to be easy 
and success requires all the elements to 
come together. However, it is work 
that has to be done. Without it we 
might be heading towards a nightmare 
scenario. ~= 


Notes: * These figures do not include postal votes as they were not available by ward or 


parliamentary constituency breakdown. 


Feature 


Labour pains 


Nick Lowles reports on 
how Labour’s failings 
could allow the BNP to 
win the Stoke-on-Trent 
mayoral election. 


STOKE-ON-TRENT is a Labour city 
or at least it should be. In the mid- 
1990s the Labour Party held all 60 seats 
on the council and the three local MPs 
had five-figure majorities. 

Those days are long gone and 
today we face the appalling prospect of 
the British National Party seriously 
challenging for mayor in next year's 
election. 

In May’s local elections the Labour 
Party won just four of the 20 seats up 
for election, leaving it with only 16 city 
councillors plus the directly elected 
mayor. The City Independents have 15, 
the BNP and the Conservative and 
Independent Alliance have nine each, 
the Liberal Democrats five, the 
Potteries Alliance two and there are 
three non-aligned and one Libertarian. 

The BNP beat Labour in eight of 
the ten seats they both contested. 
Labour averaged 25% across the city, 
while the BNP averaged 24% in the 
wards it fought. 

There are now two wards where the 
BNP holds all three seats, though its 
performance overall was overshadowed 
by the strong vote for the City 
Independents, who gained six seats. 
However, in next year’s Mayoral contest 
there are likely to be several 


independent candidates, who will no 
doubt split the vote, leaving the BNP to 
battle it out with an_ increasingly 
unpopular Labour Party and the former 
independent mayor Mike Wolfe, who 
himself used to be in the Labour Party. 


In the first mayoral election in 2002 
the BNP took 18.7% of the vote, 
missing out on going through to the 
second round by only 1,500 votes [see 
table 1]. In 2005 the BNP polled 19%, 
which was a remarkable achievement 
considering that the election was on the 
same day as the general election. 

Since then support for the BNP 
has grown. Over the past three years it 


Josiah Wedgwood’s Etruria Works in Stoke- 
on-Trent was the first true pottery factory. 
Today the ceramics industry features mainly 
in museums, historical sites and as a tourist 
attraction 


has averaged between 24% and 28% in 
the wards the party has contested 
and the BNP has now moved out 
of its previous Stoke-on-Trent South 
heartland into other parts of the city. 

A vote in excess of 20% is likely to 
take the BNP into the second round in 
next year’s mayoral election, in which 
the second preferences of the defeated 
candidates are distributed. Given the 
strong anti-Labour feelings in the city a 
run-off between Labour and the BNP 
might well see the fascist party gain its 
most high-profile victory to date. 


Economic decline 

Labour’s fall from grace in Stoke-on 
Trent began at the beginning of this 
decade, was reversed a few years 
later, but has gathered pace in the past 
two years. 

There is no single explanation for 
this but rather a multitude of inter- 
related issues that have discredited the 
party locally. 

The city was once home to heavy 
industry, manufacturing and skilled 
work, but much of this has now gone. 
The coal mines and the steel works have 
disappeared and there is little left of the 
ceramics industry, which once employed 
tens of thousands of people. 

New employment has come in but 
much of it is in the service sector and 
short-term. “Many of the old jobs were 
tough work but they were well paid, 
they were secure jobs and they were 


skilled jobs,” says Jane Heggie, who 


works for Stoke-on-Trent South MP 
Rob Filello. 

“The new jobs that have come in are 
less skilled, temporary and are not as 
well paid.” 

The change in employment has led to 
the city becoming poorer over the past 
ten years. According to government 
statistics the city has slipped from 34th 
most deprived borough in 2000 to 18th 
in 2004 and now to 16th in 2007. 

Movement out of the city reflects this 
declining economic situation. In 1981 
252,509 people lived in Stoke-on- 
Trent. By 2001 the population had 
fallen to 240,636, with most of the 
decline in the latter part of this period. 


The city has become poorer 
over the past ten years 


Between 1991 and 2001 the 
population of Stoke-on-Trent fell by 
9,000. By comparison the population 
of England and Wales grew by 2.6% 
over the same period, while the West 
Midlands experienced a 0.7% increase. 
Most of those leaving appear to be the 
more educated and qualified who have 
been able to move on to better jobs. 

But there are also more local factors 
that have contributed to the collapse of 


Longton North's three 
Labour councillors 
and local MP 
Rob Flello 


. 
i 


Table 1: Past mayoral elections (leading candidates) 


2002 
BNP 8,213 
Lab 9,752 
Con 4,417 
LibDem 2,408 
Ind 9,356 
Turnout 43,985 (24.04%) 


Labour and the rise of the BNP. 
The mayoral system, which has handed 
almost total power to the elected mayor 
and the council’s chief executive, has 
been a disaster for the Labour Party 
and increasingly unpopular with the 
electorate. Many local councillors resent 
their weakened role and some Labour 
councillors have openly campaigned for 
the mayor’s abolition. Others have left 
the party. 

In an effort to widen the decision- 
making process the current Labour 
mayor introduced a Cabinet to involve 
local councillors and, given Labour’s 
weak position, has formed a coalition of 
the three main political parties. 

While this might have helped break 
down some of the factional infighting it 
has enabled the BNP to contrast itself 
with the old political establishment. 
An example of this emerged over the 
contentious changes to secondary 
schooling in the city, in which several 
schools will be replaced by fewer new 
schools. This has proved deeply 
unpopular and while many people in 
the Labour Party are opposed to the 
plan, including all three local MPs, the 
BNP has grabbed some local media 
headlines through its opposition. 

“The BNP can present themselves as 
the only alternative,” says Jason Hill, of 
the local anti-BNP group NorSCARF. 

Other commentators list a raft of 
unpopular council decisions which the 
BNP has exploited. Last year the 
council announced the closure of 
several care homes for the elderly and 
more recently the axing of the splash 
pool leisure facility at Dimensions 
in Burslem. 

Jane Heggie points to a simple 
explanation for Labour’s decline and the 
BNP’s rise. “We are not addressing 
the concerns of voters and we have not 
been active enough. 

“Of course the removal of the 10p tax 


2005 
BNP 15,776 
Lab 27,253 
Con 16,211 
Lib Dems did not stand 
Ind 15,882 
Turnout 82,950 (50.79%) 


rate had an impact, especially here 
where many people were affected, but 
there is a danger that we use the 
Government as an excuse. We really 
have to ask ourselves why is Labour 
collapsing here and not to the same 
extent in other areas which are doing 
even worse economically such as 
Sandwell or Manchester?” 

Heggie cites recent results in Stoke- 
on-Irent South to support her case. 
Last year Labour won Fenton with a 
400 majority over the BNP; this year 
Labour finished a poor third. “We had a 
candidate in his eighties who wasn't able 
to campaign and simply had not done 
enough as a councillor,” she asserts. 


We are not addressing 
the concerns of voters 
and we have not been 
active enough 


In Longton North, by contrast, 
Labour has bucked the trend. It was 
once the city’s main BNP heartland, a 
ward the BNP had won three times 
in a row. Now it has three Labour 
councillors. “We have worked hard 
in the ward and people have responded 


positively.” 
Certainly organisational factors and 
choice of candidates dramatically 


hampered the Labour Party’s chances in 
Mark Fisher’s Stoke-on-Trent Central 
constituency. Last year the BNP walked 
into a second seat in Bentilee and 
‘Townsend ward after Labour reselected 
a councillor who was in his late eighties, 
housebound and had just lost his wife. 
It was hardly surprising that the 
BNP won the election with very little 
campaigning. 

‘The Labour Party in. the 
constituency does not have any modern 
voter software, such as the new Contact 
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Stoke-on-Trent at a glance 


in the most deprived 25%. 


and 66% live in the worst 25%. 


incapacity benefit. 


@ At the last census 42.9% of adults in Stoke-on-Trent had no educational 
qualifications, compared to a national average of 28.8%. 


Creator, and carries out little 
canvassing or Voter ID work. Not only 
is Labour unable to identify and so turn 
out voters in an election, but the lack of 
face-to-face contact with voters 
reinforces the impression that the party 
does not care. 


The BNP alternative 

Of course it would be wrong to 
place the entire’ blame for _ the 
BNP’s rise on Labour. The absence of 
other mainstream political alternatives, 
a common theme in areas where the 
BNP has emerged as a force, has 
resulted in the BNP appearing as 
the only alternative. However, given the 
economic and social make-up of the city 
it should be a Labour stronghold and 
much of the reason why it is not must lie 
in Labour’s own decline. 

The BNP meanwhile has grown 
steadily over the past few years and 
has earned itself a reputation as a 
normal political party. Its councillors 
sit on committees, it is regularly quoted 
in the local media in the same manner 
as any other party and a growing 
number of people, from the editor of 
the local newspaper to the former 
mayor, believe it should be involved in 
decision making. 

The BNP acts as though it is just 


@ Stoke-on-Trent is the least deprived borough in the West Midlands, and 
| 12th least deprived nationally, in the “Barriers to Housing and Services” 
domain, which measures ability to get local housing and homelessness. 

| However, this figure reflects the declining local population. 

22% of adults of working age are claiming a key benefit, compared to a 
national average of 14%. 13% of adults, twice the national average, claim 


@ Stoke-on-Trent is the second most deprived local authority in the West 
Midlands, and 16th nationally. 33% of its 160 Super Output Areas (SOAs) - 

the geographical areas used in the Indices of Deprivation 2004-areinthe | 
10% most deprived areas nationally. Over 60% live in the worst 25%. | 
Hi 36% of Stoke-on-Trent’s SOAs are in the 10% most deprived nationally in | 
employment (which measures long-term unemployed, people on | 
incapacity benefit and those on New Deal schemes), making it the worst | 
local authority in the West Midlands. Over 65% of the local population live 


Mi Stoke-on-Trent experiences the worst health deprivation in the West 
Midlands and ranks 12th nationally. 42% of its people live in the most 
deprived 10% of SOAs, while over 80% live in the worst 25%. 
i The city ranks second in the West Midlands in educational deprivation | 
and 7th nationally. 34% of local people live in the most deprived 10% 


another political party. Its recent 
election leaflets hardly touched on race, 
preferring to focus on local issues 
around schools, the closure of care 
homes for the elderly and jobs. 
However, it is quick to whip up racism 
and racial lies when it suits the party. 

Over the past three years the BNP 
has repeatedly stoked up racism by 
means of a leaflet targeting plans for a 
mosque in the city. Full of lies, 
exaggeration and racial and religious 
stereotypes, it was designed solely to 
inflame the issue and whip up racial 
tensions. 


A national priority 

The growing respectability of the BNP 
puts it within reach of winning the 
mayoral election next year. Let us not be 
under any illusion about the severity of 
the situation as any success here would 
have national repercussions. 

The job of anti-fascists must be to 
challenge the culture on the ground, not 
an easy job when the BNP is so 
entrenched in local communities and is 
viewed as a normal political party by so 
many people. 

The mainstream political parties 
must finally get their act together. 
The Labour Party, regionally or 
nationally, must take control of the 


party campaign locally. Some will 
oppose this but unfortunately many of 
these same people have shown an 
inability to lead themselves. Locally, 
Labour needs to find a way to unite the 
party before next summer, address some 
of the more contentious issues and 
develop a clear understanding of the 
role of the mayor and its relationship 
with other elected officials and the 
voters at large. The stakes are too high. 

The unions must also devote 
attention and resources to Stoke-on- 
Trent. There are thousands of union 
members in the area and these must be 
the focus of proper work and education. 
Some of it might not be easy but we 
have to take on the BNP’s arguments 
and dispel its myths in the workplace 
and in the community. For too long the 
regional unions have largely ignored 
the city, favouring other parts of the 
West Midlands, but again the stakes are 
too high. 

The usual sort of anti-fascist leaflets 
are not adequate for the task. Producing 
leaflets that say don’t vote BNP because 
they are racists and fascists will simply 
not work in the BNP’s strongholds. 
We must produce local material which 
at least tries to address some of the 
issues that are making people support 
the BNP. Anti-fascists are not 
necessarily party political but we must 
highlight the shortcomings of the BNP 
approach while obviously reminding 
voters of its true intentions. 

More importantly, anti-fascists can 
help identify and turn out the anti-B NP 
vote. This will require a more 
sophisticated approach than we have 
adopted so far and to achieve success 
will need a national anti-fascist effort. 
With a low turnout expected in the 
mayoral election, we need to identify 
and build up a relationship with 30,000 
people who will vote for a party other 
than the BNP. While we cannot tell 
people whom to support we must 
convince people to cast their second 
preference vote for a party that they 
think can beat the BNP. 

Searchlight and NorSCARF is 
calling for support from anti-fascists 
across the country to make Stoke-on- 
Trent a national priority. In addition to 
national days of action we will ask 
people from specific regions to work the 
area throughout the year. 

Not to do this work could hand the 
BNP its greatest political prize to date. 
The stakes are that high. ~= 


PUTTING ON A BRAVE face after the 
physical thrashing they received in 
London on the way into their 
St George's day meeting, the British 
People’s Party (BPP) held a national 
rally in Leeds last month at the Old Vic 
Bar in Bramley, which is run by a 
couple both of whom are sympathetic 
to the party. 

All far-right parties suffer from 
infighting but the BPP takes it to new 
heights. At the moment the national 
organisation is at odds with its south 
coast unit based in Brighton, where 
Sid Williamson, the party’s local officer, 
changes his mind about whether he is 
actually a member as often as his 
underpants. Another man who 
keeps altering his position is Kevin 
Watmough, leader of the BPP’s 
national council and the man 
responsible for the Redwatch hate 
website, which targets its political 
opponents for attack. 

Maybe the party feels vulnerable 
because of the unpleasant characters 
who surround it. They include 
Simon Sheppard, who is awaiting 
trial in summer on a series of hate 
crime charges, and Eddie Stanton, a 
former enforcer for the nazi terror 
group Combat 18 and now the BPP’s 
London organiser. 

Then there is the Methuselah of the 
movement, Frank Walsh, who recently 
escaped conviction on a hate crime 
charge because of police and 
Crown Prosecution Service failings. 
And Eddy Morrison, who chaired the 
Leeds meeting, is also not exactly 
inspiring especially during his: still- 
frequent bouts of drunkenness. 

The greatest hindrance for the 
future growth of the BPP may be 
the line-up of its members in custody 
awaiting trial for alleged terrorist 
activities and planning. 

Arrests and convictions do not seem 
to stop them. One of the keynote 
speakers at the meeting on 10 May 
was Adrian “Adie” Brooks, who rejoices 
in the title of the BPP’s head of 
security. He combines this post with 
membership of the Racial Volunteer 
Force (RVF), most of the leading lights 
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in which were jailed after being 
found guilty at the Old Bailey on 
charges of conspiracy to stir up race 
hate. To top it all, Brooks is an admirer 
of the Hezbollah terrorist leader Imad 
Mughniyah, who was assassinated in 
Syria last February. 

Another man at the meeting was 
Greg Cummings, who came all the 
way from Glasgow. A close friend of 
those Ulster loyalists who did not want 
to honour the Northern Ireland 
peace agreement, he spends his time 
organising young BPP supporters 
whose interests are not so much 
politics but drugs, boozing and 
fighting at football matches. 

Peter Rushton, a regular speaker at 
BPP events and Lady Michele Renouf's 
pin-up boy, was applauded enthusias- 
tically for his speech on “anti-white 
racism” but came under fire for an 
advertisement in the England First 
Party’s magazine Heritage and Destiny, 
of which he is the deputy editor. 

It seems that while he was 
busy doing the rounds with David 
Irving’s cheerleader, the  EFP’s 
leader Mark Cotterill took the advert 
for The Hibernian. Edited by Gerry 
McGeough, who has a long record of 
pro-Republican terrorist activities 
stretching over four decades and 
two continents, the ultra-Catholic, 
anti-Jewish magazine is not exactly 
favourite reading of the type of 


loyalist hardliners whom _ the 
BPP supports. 
McGeough, who - started his 


paramilitary career in the IRA's feared 
East Tyrone Brigade, was arrested in 
March 2007 and is currently awaiting 
trial for the attempted murder in 1981 
of Sammy Brush, a part-time soldier in 
the Ulster Defence Regiment. He sat 
on the national executive of Sinn Fein 
but left because he was opposed to 
the Good Friday Agreement. 

His contact list, which appeared on 
the Hibernian’s website, includes 
the world’s worst race-haters and 
antisemites (see Searchlight August 
2006). His arrest came as he left the 
count for the Northern Ireland 
Assembly elections, in which he stood 
as an independent republican, with 
the support of several of the dissident 
republican organisations. 

However somebody loves the BPP 
for its strident line. Colin Jordan, the 
godfather of British nazi politics and 
criminality, has been handing out 
regular sums of money to support the 
organisation. 

The BPP could be dismissed as an 
insignificant element of the nazi fringe 
except for the steady flow into its 
ranks of British National Party activists 
disillusioned by the ongoing internal 
civil war in the BNP. Once enthused 
by the BPP’s extremism, some are 
moving on to more sinister groups 
here and abroad. 

The Leeds meeting ended with the 
speech by Brooks, showing off his RVF 
baseball hat, Doc Martens boots and 
camouflage trousers. He regaled his 
audience with a tale of an alleged 
recent attack by him and his comrades 
on a stall run by what he called 
Anti-Fascist Action in Manchester, 
apparently in revenge for the beating 
the BPP took in London. We do not 
know how much of his story is true but 
he did have the honesty to say that the 
very large black eye he was sporting 
had been handed out by one of his 
alleged victims. 


He ended with a Nazi salute. 


Strangely neither his speech or a 
picture of him has appeared on the 
BPP website report of the meeting. 
We wonder what the BPP is worried 
about. = 


Investigation 


Cometh the hour, 


Colin Auty slates Griffin’s'negative baggage 


By David Williams 


painter and decorator by trade 

Colin Auty, who announced 

last month that he was going to 

challenge Nick Griffin for 
leadership of the British National Party, 
has cultivated an image as a “moderate” 
in the party. 

The 57-year-old father of two who 
lives in Chickenley, a large council 
estate in east Dewsbury, was elected as 
a BNP councillor for Dewsbury East 
in 2006. He has been a party member 
for five years and is perhaps best 
known for the controversy over his 
performance of “Savile Town”, a racist 
song, outside the offices of Labour 
MP Shahid Malik in spring 2007. 
Malik reported him to the Standards 
Board for England for breaching the 
code of conduct for councillors. 

BNP members have widely 
condemned his challenge. Many say 
that although Auty is a “good bloke” he 
simply lacks the intellectual calibre for 
the post. Such criticism seems to have 
made him even more determined to 
stand against Griffin, but he stands no 
chance of winning. 


Pitiful and moronic 

“Pitiful and moronic” were the words 
used by Eddy Butler, the BNP’s 
national elections officer, to describe 
Auty’s leadership challenge, revealed in 
an email leaked to anti-fascist blogs by 
irate Auty supporters. 

Dismissing Auty’s candidacy as 
“frivolous”, Butler wrote that it was “an 
abuse” of the BNP constitution because 
it was motivated by “personal bitterness” 
by a man “never ... up to the job of 


chairman anyway”, and that the likely 
result would be “pressure, perhaps 
unstoppable pressure, to change the 
rules so that leadership challenges can 
only take place every four years”. 

Butler concluded that assuming Auty 
requisite 


gained the number of 


signatures on his nomination papers, 
the election “should be carried out in 
the most rapid manner possible with 
zero publicity allowed for the joke 
candidate ... and the least disruption to 
our continued efforts. That is the best 
way to minimise the harmful effects.” 

In a further indication that Griffin 
was not going to allow a fair fight, 
despite the challenge being allowed 
under the BNP constitution, it emerged 
shortly before nominations opened 
that Roger Robertson, Auty’s campaign 
manager and a co-opted parish 
councillor in Hampshire, was to be 
hauled before a party disciplinary 
tribunal in summer with a view to his 
expulsion. Expulsion is the fate that 
befell Mike Easter, campaign manger 
for Chris Jackson, last year’s leadership 
challenger, although he was apparently 
not accorded the benefit of a tribunal. 

This threat to smother internal party 
democracy, such as it is, to minimise this 
and future challenges to Griffin makes a 
mockery of freedom, transparency and 
democracy, all the things the BNP 
claims to hold so dear. 

Quite how much support Auty will 
gain is difficult to tell. He has a higher 
profile than Jackson, who was virtually 
unknown outside the North West. 
Jackson gained 9% of the vote during a 
year in which the BNP had achieved 
little, walking away from the 2007 local 
elections with a net gain of zero seats. 

Although the BNP fared little better 
in 2008, with a net gain of 10 
councillors nationally, the consolidation 
of its support in Stoke-on-Trent, 
where it poses a serious threat, and 
its breakthrough to gain a seat on the 
London Assembly have masked the 
fact that in some of its key heartlands 
the BNP vote is declining. In the 
current political climate the BNP 
should be polling higher, though 
whether ordinary BNP members can 


see through the party hype is another 
matter entirely. 

Auty blames Griffin for this. He believes 
the present leader has taken the party so far 
and that it is now time for him to stand 
aside. In his plea for signatures for his 
nomination papers, which must be arrive at 
BNP head office between 31 May and 30 
June and can be downloaded from his blog, 
Auty states that “the BNP needs a change 
at the very top”. 

Under Griffin, he explains, “the Party 
has stagnated and become a laughing 
stock. It has failed to make the headway 
we all rightly expect, especially in this 
extremely fertile political environment. 
Add to this the internal management 
troubles, the disastrous public own goals 
by a handful of discredited senior 
officials and the lack of transparency in 
financial accounting matters it is clear 
that the Party faces a crisis.” 


New car with a scratched bonnet 
If this crisis is to be overcome, Auty 
concludes, the BNP needs to jettison 
Griffin and the “negative baggage” that 
goes with him. 

Such an open attack by Auty upon 
Griffin’s political record is likely to 
tarnish the BNP, particularly in 
Yorkshire where people such as David 
Exley have worked overtime to create a 
positive image for the party. Auty’s 
attack on Griffin’s “negative baggage” 
was a reference to Griffin’s conviction 
for inciting racial hatred and Holocaust 
denial and the two recent, albeit failed, 
prosecutions of Griffin for describing 
Islam as a “wicked” faith, all of which 
Auty says “stops people voting for 
people like me and David Exley”. 

It will not help matters that Auty 
made his comments in the Dewsbury 
Press, which has given him high profile 
coverage, something that will not please 
the large number of members across 
Yorkshire who remain loyal to Griffin, 


Cometh the man? 


or Griffin himself, who thought he had 
got the Yorkshire region under control 
after last December's rebellion. 

This is the central thrust of Auty’s 
leadership bid, that Griffin is now a 
liability not an asset to the party. 
It is interesting to note that Auty sees 
it as a problem of “image” rather than 
substance. “When I am out and about,” 
Auty told the Dewsbury Press, “people 
say I am right in what I am saying about 
immigration and integration but they 
cant support the party because of the 
image that comes across.” 

Auty blames Griffin for this, 
explaining: “I don’t think Nick Griffin 
has done a bad job but the people he 
surrounds himself with are not a 
saleable commodity.” This includes 
Griffin’s security men, who make him 
look more like a Mafia don than a 
British politician. “He is surrounded by 
bodyguards in dark suits and sun shades 
and people don't like that,” says Auty. 

Clearly struggling to come to terms 
with Griffin's antisemitic and racist 
record Auty describes trying to 
persuade people to vote for the BNP as 
like “trying to sell a new car with a 
scratched bonnet”. 

This certainly adds a new dynamic to 
the leadership challenge. Jackson last 
year made no real attack on Griffin's 
political beliefs largely because he 
held them himself and was standing 
as a hardline candidate to the “right” 
of Griffin. 

Auty has launched a_ particularly 
vehement attack on the BNP 
constitution, the cornerstone of the 
party, though more often honoured in 
the breach than in the observance. 
Describing it as “a dictator’s dream” he 
observes that “it provides a startling 
insight into how much power the 
Chairman has ... and helps explain how 
any person with that said power could 
easily be corrupted by it”. 


Colin Auty: many BNP members think he is a 
“good bloke” but not a leader. His attempt to 
oust Nick Griffin may be running into trouble 


Jewel in the crown? 

Auty’s supporters are essentially the 
same clique that backed the Voice 
of Change faction before they were 
unceremoniously expelled from the BNP 
in December 2007. Initially the Leeds 
BNP stalwarts Chris and Joanna 
Beverley were helping to run Auty’s 
campaign but they have now apparently 
withdrawn their support. One of the 
more interesting additions to the list of 
supporters is the perennial BNP 
candidate Alan Girvan. Although he is 
of no particular consequence within the 
BNP himself, his presence suggests that 
Auty has some support in North 
Kirklees BNP — once described as “the 
jewel in the party’s crown” — which is 
still reeling from the double whammy 
of Griffins highhanded treatment of 
them at the beginning of the year and 
the loss of Exley’s Heckmondwike 
council seat in May. 

It is all a long way from the heady 
days of the last general election when 
the BNP polled over 5,000 votes in 
Dewsbury, the highest BNP vote in the 
country, and 2006 when its candidates 
for Kirklees Council took almost 
20,000 votes. 

May 2008 presented a very different 
picture with the BNP vote in North 
Kirklees lower by as much as a third in 
some wards. This has contributed to the 
fragmenting of the local organisation. 
Exley’s campaign received little or no 
backing from the national BNP, which 
had its gaze fixed on London. 

Nick Cass, the sacked party manager 
and former branch stalwart, was barely 
seen during the campaign and 
reportedly did not even attend the 
count. Nor did others. This has only 
fuelled the resentment felt by several 
Yorkshire BNP members towards the 
national leadership and organisation. 
Many have not forgiven Griffin for 
branding loyal members such as Chris 


Beverley “vermin”. 

Auty’s leadership challenge, which is 
believed to have been announced with 
little consultation with the rest of 
Kirklees BNP, has exacerbated this 
infighting and caused serious friction. 
Nick Cass’s father Steve, who regularly 
writes to the Dewsbury Press, has been at 
the forefront of an abusive campaign 
against Auty, according to its editor 
Danny Lockwood, who refers to 
“feral elements” of the local BNP 
turning on Auty. All this will no doubt 
harden the divisions within the branch. 
Even among Auty’s “supporters” there is 
little appetite for the fight. 

Indeed the Beverleys’ eleventh hour 
withdrawal of support will come as a 
severe blow to Auty’s campaign which is 
rumoured — although not confirmed — 
to be struggling to obtain the 100 
signatures he needs to submit his 
nomination. Rumours also abound 
that Jackson is poised to throw his hat 
into the ring again as a second 
challenger, though again this is 
unconfirmed. There has been no word 
from Jackson himself and the stories 
may be nothing more than wishful 
thinking by BNP hardliners. 

Auty is not going to win. He knows 
that. But the vitriol that Griffin 
loyalists continue to spew forth at him 
and his supporters is likely to leave a 
lasting wound in the Yorkshire region, 
which could take years to heal. 


On past performances Auty, as he 
knows himself, might not survive to see 
Kirklees BNP sink lower. The Griffin 
leadership is rarely magnanimous in 
victory. ~= 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Barnbrook struggles to make an impact 


AS THE BRITISH National Party 
revels in the facilities at the disposal of 
Richard Barnbrook following his 
election to the London Assembly last 
month, the man himself wasted no time 
in showing what a waste of public 
money his presence is. 

Attending his first Assembly meeting 
on 9 May he found himself isolated at 
one end of the horseshoe-shaped 
seating arrangement with an empty 
chair beside him. He did however have 
several supporters in the public gallery, 
among them Giuseppe de Santis, an 
unemployed Italian business studies 
graduate who is active in promoting the 
BNP among white Afrikaners in South 
Africa. De Santis was also at the centre 
of attempts by the BNP to create a pan- 
European network of far-right parties. 

During the meeting Barnbrook 
appeared completely out of his depth. 
At several points he tried to hijack 
proceedings with a rambling speech 
about his complaint to the Standards 
Boards for England (or “standing 
board” as he calls it), over remarks by 
the Conservative and Labour group 
leaders that he would have problems 
getting the support of Assembly staff. 
The Assembly chair, or mayor as 
Barnbrook calls her, had to silence him. 

All members serve on various of the 
Assembly’s committees and Barnbrook 
has been assigned to the audit panel, the 
budget monitoring subcommittee and 
the health and_ public _ services 
committee. Judging by his inability to 
explain the alternative budget his 
BNP group put forward in Barking 
and Dagenham earlier this year, he 
is unlikely to make a meaningful 
contribution to the first two of these. 

A few days later Barnbrook was 
spouting nonsense on BNP TV about 
the fatal stabbing in Oxford Street, 
London, on 12 May, claiming that Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown had said there 
were to be “no more prison sentences for 
knife offences”. In fact Brown, who in 


iN 
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January called on the police to adopt zero 
tolerance towards knife crime, had said 
nothing of the sort. Barnbrook was 
misunderstanding new sentencing 
guidelines to be issued to magistrates, 
which explain that there is a range of 
sentences for possession of a knife, from 
fines in the least serious cases, e.g. 
unpremeditated possession with no 
attempt to use, to long terms of 
imprisonment. The guidelines came from 
the Sentencing Guidelines Council, 
a body independent of government, a 
distinction that Barnbrook is unlikely to 
appreciate, given the BNP’s view that 
everything is part of one big conspiracy. 
Barnbrook’s next appearance in the 
limelight was at Mayor Boris Johnson's 
first London Assembly Question Time 
on 21 May. Barnbook had submitted 
four questions, but only one — about free 
travel passes — was selected to be 
answered in public. Unfortunately 
Johnson will have to waste his time 
providing written replies to Barnbrook’s 
other three questions, which, to no one’s 
surprise, asked whether the Mayor 
would repudiate a supposed “positive 
discrimination” scheme for black cab 
drivers, end translations into minority 
languages on the Greater London 
Authority website, and make St 


George’s day a national holiday — no 


_doubt in the hope that more people 


would turn out to watch Barnbrook’s 
antics riding a horse in fancy dress. 
During the session Barnbrook chose 
to intervene on a question about the ban 
on alcohol consumption on_ public 
transport, to suggest that London 
Transport employees would be put at 
risk enforcing it. One could sense 
Barnbrook’s worry at how he would 
make it through the long journey from 
City Hall to his new home in Barking 
and Dagenham without fortification. 


One and one makes 
...ajob 


ONE BNP COUNCILLOR 
from whom we should expect a lot 
more than the usual lethargy is 
John Burgess. So keen was he 
after his election to Staffordshire 
Moorlands District Council in 
2007, that he wanted to do the 
job full-time, but the money was 
not enough for him to give up the 
day job. 

Perhaps he was also a little 
lonely as the sole BNP councillor 
in his district. So off he went to 
the neighbouring ward of Meir 
Park and Sandon where he got 
himself elected this year, joining 
the nine-strong BNP group on 
Stoke-on-Trent city council. 

That is all perfectly legal and 
reasonable of course, so why 
did Simon Darby, the BNP 
press officer, after imparting this 
information, go into a paranoid 
rant about “reprehensible char- 
acters” from other parties? 
We expect Burgess will perform 
much better than Richard 
Barnbrook in his two roles. 


Well he could hardly do worse. 


BNP threat to schools 


HALIFAX MP LINDA Riordan has called 
for Tom Bates (pictured), the newly 
elected BNP councillor in Calderdale, 
to step down as a parent governor at 
Moorside Primary School in Ovenden, 
Halifax, because of his party’s beliefs. 

Predictably Cllr Bates said his 
election would not affect his role as a 
school governor, in which he joins a 
handful of BNP members nationally. 
A glance at the programme for the 
BNP’s “summer school” at the end of 
June suggests otherwise. 


The role of a school governor is 
to help the school provide the 
best possible education for all 
children, by setting the school's 
strategic direction, ensuring account- 
ability and monitoring and evaluating 
school performance. 

But the BNP has a different idea. 
The programme for this year’s summer 
school, to be held “in a stunning 
riverside location in the heart of rural 
Powys’, includes an optional session 
entitled “How to support the party asa 
school governor’. 

How indeed? In Burnley BNP 
councillors have opposed state-of- 
the-art new schools because they will 
bring communities together. BNP 
members working in schools have 
misused computer facilities to access 
racist material. How would = such 
people monitor the school’s diversity 
and inclusion policy, a key role of the 
governing body? 

Many schools carry vacancies on 
their governing bodies. The party 
clearly wants to fill them, just as it tries 
to get people co-opted onto parish 
councils, an endeavour in which it 
recently suffered a setback when three 
members elected unopposed to Bay 
of Colwyn Town Council promptly left 
the BNP after discovering the party 
was racist! 

Parents, school staff and 
communities need to be vigilant to 
prevent the BNP encroaching on the 
all-important area of our children’s 
education. 


council group leader, is doing his best to follow in his : 


No new homes 


IN BARKING and Dagenham, Robert Bailey (pictured), 
who took over from Richard Barnbrook as the BNP’s | 


predecessor's footsteps by voting against anything that might 
improve residents’ lives. 

Bailey recently admitted he had lied over claims that the BNP 
had secured 5,000 new council homes for Barking and Dagenham, although that 
did not stop him repeating the lie in his biography on the BNP website. 

Yet when it came to a vote on the first phase of a real 600-home development 
in the borough, which will include a large proportion of social housing, the 
BNP voted against. 

The scheme features 179 homes for key workers such as nurses, teachers and 
firemen, and a new primary school. Steve Oakes, regional director of English 
Partnerships, which is spearheading the project, said: “It’s a first class scheme 
with a great balance of private and affordable homes, which will include 
London-Wide Initiative homes for key workers and new homes for local people, 
with lots of outside space for families.” London-Wide Initiative, a government- 
backed scheme launched in 2003, enables key workers to buy their own homes. 

‘Trying to explain his position on the BNP website Bailey wrote: “Alot [sic] of the 
private accomadation [sic] will be priced out of reach of ordinary Barking and 
Dagenham residents” and would be bought by “buy-to-let landlords who will then 
let to tenants who are on other local authorities housing waiting lists”. In other 
words, the BNP does not want any new homes in Barking and Dagenham in case 
non-white tenants move in. 


BNP councillors spurn charities 


THE BNP’S TWO new Rotherham councillors were quick to make their mark by 
refusing to attend the annual mayor-making ceremony. John Gamble and Will 
Blair showed their ignorance of the role of a ceremonial mayor and the good they 
do for their community by claiming the traditional civic banquet was a waste of 
public money. 

The BNP’s spokeswoman Marlene Guest — strangely these elected 
representatives cannot speak for themselves — said:“The council is cutting services 
and it's appalling to have this dinner when people in the borough are struggling 
with budget-cuts. ... The BNP councillors are very angry and disgusted and will 
not take part in this dinner or any others in the future” 

A spokesman for Rotherham Council explained that the cost of the dinner 
would be met from a dedicated civic budget for such events. "This dinner serves as 
a launch for the Mayor's year of fundraising and is not just for councillors, but also 
for people from the wider Rotherham community, including representatives from 
the voluntary and charity sectors.’ 

“This long-established traditional event will be a non-political, civic occasion 
which aims to foster good relations. Those attending will celebrate all that is good 
in Rotherham as well as being introduced to the official charities and good causes 
the Mayor will support during her time in office” 

The BNP's stand in Rotherham contrasts with the actions of the BNP’s councillors 
in Epping Forest District, who are always keen on any opportunity to get their 
noses in the trough. Perhaps they were afraid they would be embarrassed by other 
guests refusing to share a table with them. 

Meanwhile Pat Richardson, the only Epping Forest BNP councillor to be 
reelected this year, is to feature in a television documentary in the Despatches 
series in July, for which she was questioned on her views about Muslims. 

Richardson claims she told the programme's producer: “| think there are many 
moderate Muslims living in Britain just going about their day-to-day lives, but that 
they end up being treated with suspicion because of radical Muslims who carry 
out attacks which devastate people's lives” 

While that observation will hardly make riveting TV viewing, it may upset her 
fellow BNP members, most of whom agree with their leader Nick Griffin that Islam 
is a“wicked" faith. 
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Burnley BNP candidate 
fined for fire alarm hoax 


By Sonia Gable 


Burnley BNP activist who 
twice failed to get elected to 
Burnley council was fined last 
month for setting off a fire 
alarm which caused Burnley town hall 
to be evacuated unnecessarily. 

John Rowe had been refused 
access to the council chamber at a 
meeting of the full council, which 
includes four BNP members, after 
previously being barred for disruptive 
behaviour. He then triggered a fire 


alarm and escaped via a fire exit, only. 


to find himself in the safe area outside 
the building unable to open the gates. 
He was discovered trapped there by 
council officers. 

Police attended and after brief 
questioning arrested him and took 
him away in the back of a police van. 
He later received an £80 fixed penalty 
notice for criminal damage. 

When the alarm sounded the new 
mayor Councillor Ida Carmichael, who 
was taking her inaugural meeting, and 
fellow councillors were asked to clear 
the building. 

Afterwards Steve Rumbelow, the 
council's chief executive, said: “It is not 
the disruption to our meeting that 
concerns me so much as the fact 


that this mindless act risked lives 
in other parts of Burnley; our 
emergency services could have been 
needed elsewhere. This completely 
irresponsible act wastes taxpayers’ 
money and has put lives of Burnley 
folk at risk.” 

A spokesman for Burnley council's 
ruling Liberal Democrats said, “People 
were shocked by Rowe's behaviour. 
It is scary to think what could have been 
his plan. We now know that he did not 
intend to endanger life directly, but he 
must realise that his hoax has put lives 
at risk by distracting the fire service and 
police from essential duties. 

“In addition to the risk, there is also 
the cost. Around six police officers and 
a fire crew attended the building. 
Forty councillors, the mayor, at least 
seven council staff plus members of 
the public all had their democratic 
business suspended and were forced 
to wait outside for the all-clear. 

“How such a man is considered by 
the BNP as a suitable candidate for a 
public election is beyond us.” 

Rowe stood in the 2007 and 2008 
council elections in  Burnley’s 
Rosegrove with Lowerhouse ward, 
where the BNP regularly comes 


John Rowe being led away in 
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officers arrived at the scene 
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second, which he duly did last month 
with 31% of the vote. 

Last year he came to public attention 
when nearly made it in the same ward. 
At the end of the count the result 
was declared a tie between him and 
Paul Reynolds, the Labour candidate. 
They tossed a coin and Rowe lost. 

The BNP then persuaded four voters 
to challenge the result in the High 
Court, claiming that a ballot paper 
that had been counted for Reynolds 
should have been treated as spoilt. 
The court ruled it was a valid vote, 
dismissing the argument of Adrian 
Davies, the BNP’s regular barrister who 
acted for the petitioners, that the 
disputed vote was “void for 
uncertainty”. The ballot paper had 
showed a diagonal mark beside 
Reynolds's name in the wrong column 
of the ballot paper. 

The judges ordered the four to pay 
£10,000 in legal costs run up by Cllr 
Reynolds and a further £20,000 
incurred by the returning officer, 
Mr Rumbelow, whom they also 
challenged. Reynolds's solicitors are 
currently in the process of enforcing 
payment. The BNP appears to have 
washed its hands of the matter. — 
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Arise, Sir Richard 


by Matthew Collins 


‘I AM STILL IN THE GARDEN, 
WELL NOE NQUITE ) BUT«YOU. 
KNOW WHAT I MEAN’. Under 
normal circumstances I think I'd be 
getting the gist, “man’, but when it’s 
being written by exulted Deputy BNP 
Nasal Fihrer Simon Darby, I tend to 
take it on advice. 

Other than that, Darby, who is also 
the BNP’s press officer, sounds like a 
rather simple sort of chap, by the way. 
While the rest of his party’s senior 
figures seem to spend a great amount of 
their time slumped over the nearest 
available bottle of booze, Darby often 
finds himself having to “utilise a pint of 
lager shandy”. What with last month’s 
bottle of red wine and ethically-Aryan 
packet of pork scratchings, I get the 
feeling that Darby is about as boring as 
he is monotone. 

Only one thing would seem to 
get Herr Darby really into the swing 
of things. I've often mentioned his 
apparent and often absolute awe when 
he’s breathlessly relaying the swayed 
movements of Richard “Dicky” 
Barnbrook, but he took it to a new 
extreme last month, when he excitedly 
told us that he now refers to Dicky as “Sir 
Richard Barnbrook”! It got fantastically 


est me site at-lce| sf] gale) core) 
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better later, when Simple Simon wrote 
that BNP leader Nick Griffin “confessed 
to me that he positively salivates on 
sighting his two weaners”. 

While our American readers are 
making a mental note of that, and 
Doctor Stuart Russell, aka Phil Edwards, 
the BNP’s former press officer and 
recreational boozer, may well be turning 
in his political grave, I’m sure that the 
one-eyed Griffin is feeling as pleased as 
the proverbial dog with himself ... 


After reporting last month that the 
miniscule British People’s Party had 
parted company with the sofa-destroying 
booze hound Peter “Sid” Williamson 
(whatever did happen to that job at the 
off licence by the way, Peter?) I’m pleased 
to announce that the BPP managed 
finally to pull off a meeting in one of this 
country’s larger cities without getting 
turned over by the opposition. 

It sounded like a good day all around 
in Leeds for them as they duly included 
in despatches that they even managed 
to recruit a new member! Indeed, “one 
regular from the local pub” joined up! 

Personally, I can see this sudden 
membership influx causing another in 
the long line of BPP splits. Having 
just recovered from the “who's 
fatter than who” division (see last 
month’s Searchlight about Williamson’s 
departure), I feel another in the 
long line of good old fashioned brawls 
over who spilt/stole/spat in my pint, 
on the horizon. 

Perhaps this explains party founder 
Eddy Morrison's sudden and mind- 
numbingly boring blogging about his 
new search “Towards The Superman”. 
You rarely find “supermen’ in a pub (as 
my ex-wife can testify), but surely even 
the BPP wouldn't dive in Sid’s grave 
this quickly, would they? 

Lee Barnes has to compete with the 
popular Mark Collett for the accolade 
of least liked member of the BNP. 
Rather like the BNP’s newspaper editor 
Martin Wingfield, Barnes (or “Bagel 
Barnes” as many of his detractors call 
him) does love making a good hash (is 
that a pun?) of convincing his miniscule 
readership that he has eclectic, even 
cultured musical tastes. Last month 
Barnes gave us a rundown on all the 
bands he has seen, even managing to 
invent a new one. Nirvahna anyone? 

Barnes even reads high brow 
magazines: “If you have the pull out 
poster from Loaded magazine I think it 
was of the aerial shot of the gig, you can 
see our tents in top right hand corner 
around a bonfire.” 

How sweet. Barnes buys lads’ mags 
and sits in his tent around the campfire. 
He also mentions going to see the 
Manic Street Preachers, “one of the best 
British rock bands of all time,” and 
“taking the piss out of the lefties” who 
were also there to listen. 

As a fan of the Manics myself, 
perhaps I should remind Mr Barnes of 
the fantastic lyrics from the 
magnificent antifascist song by that 
very band: “If you tolerate this, then 
your children will be next”. So, let’s 
keep ‘em peeled, campers. ~<a 
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SINCE GORDON BROWN’S “stick 
a flag in your lawn” speech in January 
2006, oceans of ink have been expended 
on the issue of Britishness. Only a tiny 
proportion of that commentary has 
addressed the likelihood that —- if 
present trends continue — being British 
could soon be as redundant a concept as 
being Soviet or being Ottoman. 

What happens if and when Britain 
gives way to Scotland, Wales and 
England is the starting point of 
Imagined Nation: England after Britain. 
Convenor of an England football 
supporters’ group and author of 
Ingerland: travels with a Football Nation, 
Mark Perryman is well qualified to edit 
a book that is pessimistic about the 
union but optimistic about what might 
follow it. In what is a kind of primer for 
post-Britons, Perryman has assembled 
pieces by almost all the major thinkers 
on national identity, including Andrew 
Gamble on the break-up of Britain, 
Billy Bragg in defence of his book 
The Progressive Patriot, Paul Gilroy 
on Enoch Powell and Tom Nairn on 
Shakespeare’s Henry V. 

The book stands or falls on its 
premise, and Andrew Gamble 
effectively demonstrates that the 
material basis of the British state has 
collapsed. Once a tempting inducement 
for the ruling classes of Scotland and 
Wales to exchange independence for a 
slice of England’s wealth, the post- 
imperial British state continued to offer 
advantages to its minority nations 


(notably the universal welfare state) in 
the postwar years. However, the key 
elements of that pact have either 
disappeared (the Empire), declined 
(Protestant hegemony, the monarchy) 
or been devolved (the welfare state). 
The rise of the Scottish National Party 
is thus more than a turn of the electoral 
merry-go-round, but the result of a 
long-term trend. 

If the end of the union is inevitable, 
should it be welcomed? Traditionally, 
the left has regarded English 
nationalism with a very leary eye. 
For the revolutionary left, the concept 
of the multinational British worker 
linked the uprooted, deracinated 
English factory-hand with the heroic, 
internationalist tradition of the Welsh 
valleys and the Scottish shipyards; 
without that link, the uni-national 
English workers could more easily fall 
prey to nativism and racism. For social- 
democratic thinkers, Britishness was 
the site of the institutions and values of 
civic patriotism (as Gordon Brown puts 
it, “liberty for all, responsibility by all 
and fairness to all”) while Englishness 
unleashed the darker, more exclusive 
loyalties of blood and soil. This Civic 
Britishness was the basis of the 2000 
Parekh report, promoting a multi- 
cultural “community of communities”. 
For pragmatic Labour _ strategists, 
England is electorally by far the most 
Conservative of the three nations: in 
1997, the ‘Tories lost their few 
remaining Scottish seats, but Michael 


gland 


Howard’s Conservatives narrowly won 
England in 2005. 

Perryman’s writers take on many of 
these arguments with vigour. Stephen 
Brasher crunches the electoral statistics 
to undermine the Inevitably Tory 
England thesis, pointing out that 
English Labour has beaten the English 
Tories in every Labour-winning election 
except 2005. Nonetheless, he accepts 
that, overall, Conservatives do better 
than Labour in England (on 
1 May, massively better, and not just in 
the south) and is forced to make the best 
of a bad prospect by welcoming the 
“birth of Coalition England” (as if, in an 
England in which the Conservatives 
have usually won most votes, that means 
a permanent Lib-Lab alliance). 

As its premise is post-British, 
Perryman’s contributors don’t spend a 
lot of time on the idea that the union 
gives us the modern, universal values of 
decency, fair play and democracy, while 
England gives us the cultural 
exclusivities of warm beer, wellingtons 
and woad. The problems of civic 
Britishness are not just that the Scots, 
Welsh and now Northern Irish have 
notched up considerable civic successes 
without the “Made in Britain” label. 
The very universalism of “British 
values” renders them so inclusive as to 
be meaningless; are we implying that 
the Canadians are indecent, the 
Norwegians don't value fair play, 
the South Africans aren't interested in 
democracy? New Labour’s increasingly 
aggressive view of Britishness informed 
Tony Blair’s insistence that newcomers 
conform to British tolerance, “or don’t 
come here” (8 December 2006), while 
the progression of Gordon Brown's own 
thinking demonstrates how British 
values can morph from a welcome mat 
into a watchtower. In his January 2006 
speech, he was promoting a “generous 
expansive view of liberty”; just over a 


year later, he was speculating about 
making aspirant citizens undertake a 
period of community service (en route 
to the concept of “earned citizenship” 
which he launched earlier this year). 

If Britishness can become exclusive 
and nativist, then Englishness is there 
already. Gerry Hassan warns that one 
likely outcome of the break-up of the 
union is not “a generous England 
finding a new role and _ feeling 
comfortable with its newly confident 
neighbours”, but a country “anxious 
about loss and change, fearful about 
immigration, opposed to sharing 
powers with the European Union and 
resentful of the troublesome Jocks”. 
All the more reason, then, to promote a 
progressive “soft patriotism’ which is 
not just about abstract values but flags 
and anthems and the stirring of the 
heart. Indeed, one of his and Billy 
Bragg’s complaints is that, alone among 
major sporting nations, England has no 
national anthem and has only recently 
resurrected an identifiable flag. The re- 
expropriation of the flag of St George 
from the BNP during the last World 
Cup and European Championships is 
cited as an example of how, if 
they engage with national loyalties, 
progressives can prevent the far right 
claiming exclusive purchase on our 
national symbols. If some of his 
contributors are more optimistic about 
the new, post-Heysel English football 
fan than others, Perryman’s report of 
English and German football fans 
laying wreaths at Dachau during the 
2006 World Cup is an example of how 
far things have come. 

Second, it may be that a newly 
independent English left will look and 
learn from its neighbours. As Andy 
Newman argues in a robust attack on 
knee-jerk, far-left anti-nationalism, the 
fact that England has never developed a 
self-consciously national left should not 
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blind us to the success of such a thing in 
Scotland and Wales. And, in fact, there 
is a good recent example of the English 
left drawing on the Scottish experience. 
Mark Perryman dismisses local 
government's role in all this as no more 
than “tarting up the town hall”. In fact, 
inspired by Glasgow (and Montpelier 
and Rotterdam and Barcelona), many of 
the great cities of middle and northern 
England have been transformed by 
enlightened Labour councils from post- 
industrial wastelands into vibrant, 
culture-and-service based 21st century 
metropolises. When Julia Bell arrived in 
Birmingham in the late 1980s it was, 
she reports, a bit of a dump. Well, it isn’t 
a dump any more. 

One of the key elements of this 
metropolitan makeover has been a 
celebration of diversity. Leicester will 
probably be the first majority non-white 
English city, followed closely by 
Birmingham. As Perryman points out, 
the challenge and opportunity of 
multiculturalism is overwelmingly an 
English phenomenon (2.1% of Britain's 
non-white population lives in Scotland, 
45% in London). Ironically, immigrant 
communities are helping to sustain 
traditions that might otherwise have 
dwindled even faster: black athletes 
sustaining and reviving British fortunes 
on track, field and pitch (and in the 
ring), black Anglicans keeping inner- 
city churches open, Asian communities 
evoking a time when everybody popped 
in, through unlocked doors, to visit 
parents and grandparents living in the 
same street. 


But newcomers are also 
transforming English culture, even 
more dramatically than the Labour 
councils of the 1980s and 1990s 
transformed the urban fabric. Ben 
Carringdon points out how briefly the 
British ruling class bought into 
multiculturalism; certainly not before 

Labour's victory in 1997, possibly only 
up to the (badly received) publication of 
the Parekh report in 2000, certainly 
undermined by the Oldham, Burnley 
and Bradford riots of summer 2001, 
finally seen off in the 24 hours between 
the winning of the London Olympics 
and the 7/7 bombs. 

But the contrast between the 
triumphalism of 6 July 2005 and 
the agonies of the following day reveal an 
opportunity. London won the Olympics 
because of its multiculturalism. If China 
is being (rightly) pressurised to keep its 
promise to liberalise, then we should make 
sure that London sticks to its promises 
too, continuing to be as welcoming and 
pioneering a multicultural city as it was 
before 7 July 2005. 

In that sense, Mark Perryman’s 
contributors are right to put sport at the 
centre of their case for a renewed 
celebration of the place we share, 
whether it be town, region, country or 
union. Inspired by Markus Hesselmann’s 
concept of “playful patriotism” (a 
tradition which, in England, goes back at 
least to the cartoonists who invented 
John Bull), I would add the English 
language and an ironic sense of humour 
that makes full use of it. Of course, 
sport, humour and the language are 
not exclusive English possessions. 
The seemingly dour principles of civic 
patriotism are fundamental to a diverse 
society. But, if we are to rebuild a 21st 
century Jerusalem in a reduced but still 
green and pleasant land, sport, humour 
and the language are not a bad place 
to start. ~= 


GERMANY: Holocaust denial 
groups banned 


GERMANY’S FEDERAL Interior Ministry 
banned two extreme-right groups in Nordrhein- 
Westfalen in early May. The groups, which are 
linked, are the Collegium Humanum, which has 
been operating since the early 1960s and is based 
in Vlotho, and the Association for Rehabilitation 
of Persecuted Holocaust Challengers (VRBHV). 

Wolfgang Schauble, the Interior Minister, 
described the groups as “collecting pools for 
organised Holocaust deniers” and said they 
attracted young skinheads as well as elderly Nazis 
who reject German democracy. “It is a hotbed 
from which racist-motivated violence grows,” 
he warned. 

The announcement came after police searched 
30 properties linked to the two organisations in 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Niedersachsen and Hessen 
and seized large quantities of nazi propaganda. 
Anti-fascist_ groups and Germany's domestic 
secret service, the Verfassungsschutz, have been 
monitoring the Collegium for a long time. 
Meanwhile, another German nazi has 
found himself in new trouble. Horst Mahler, 
a lawyer and former Red Army Faction 
| terrorist, was jailed for ten months by 
fa court in Erding near Munich at the 
end of April for greeting Michel 
Friedman, a Jewish journalist, with the 
words “Heil Hitler”. 

P Friedman, a former vice president of the 

#4 Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
met Mahler, 72, last autumn to interview 
him for the German edition of Vanity Fair. 
He later filed a complaint to the police over 
the greeting and illegal remarks made 
during the interview. 

Mahler defended himself at his 
trial and denied the Holocaust in 
open court, prompting the judge 
to order his removal from the 
courtroom and to criticise him 
as “utterly incorrigible”. 
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FRANCE: Le Pen to face new charges 


FRENCH PROSECUTORS have begun a new judicial investigation 
into the leader of the Front National for comments he made playing 
down the Nazi Holocaust. A court spokesman in Paris said that a 
preliminary enquiry opened early last month over “racial and religious 
discrimination” by Jean-Marie Le Pen (pictured) for 
repeating his claim that the Nazi genocide of the Jews 
was a mere “detail” of the Second World War. f 
Speaking, in a recent interview, about his \ su. 
conviction for a similar remark in 1987, for which he 
was heavily fined, Le Pen declared, “I said that the gas 
chambers were a detail of the history of the Second 
World War. That seems to me quite clear.” 
The latest case, brought by a Jewish group 
and by SOS Racisme, means that he is 
likely to face charges of “disputing a 
crime against humanity and incitement 
to racial hatred”. 


CZECH REPUBLIC: Police 
investigate terror bible 


POLICE IN PRAGUE are investigating the 
first Czech translation of the book that 
inspired the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, 
which killed 168 people and left 800 others 
injured. The book, published by a company 
called Kontingent, could be banned. 

Written by the late William Pierce, leader of 
the US nazi National Alliance, The Turner 
Diaries is a fictional account of an Aryan 
revolution led by a nazi terrorist organisation. 
It became a bible for nazi terror and inspired a 
real-life white supremacist __ terrorist 
organisation called The Order, which 
embarked on a series of murders, bombings 
and armed robberies in the USA during the 


early 1980s. 
Luka Jirotka, a spokesman for Kontingent, 
told journalists that Kontingent was 


established in April for the purpose of 
publishing The Turner Diaries in Czech but 
denied his firm was promoting banned nazi 
ideology. He claimed Kontingent’s intention 
was to warn society of the dangers posed by 
nazi and white supremacist groups and argued 
that if everyone read the book there would be 
a massive groundswell of outraged opposition 
to nazism. According to press reports, the 
Czech edition had a print run of 5,000 and is 
nearly sold out. 

The police are also looking into a website 
that insults foreigners. The name of the site, 
cheteje (do you want them?) is the same as that 
of a campaign ridiculing nazism. Promoted by 
the fascist National Party, it features pictures 
of people from Russia, Lebanon and Vietnam, 
describing their alleged illnesses and negative 
qualities alongside the question “Immigrants: 
do you want to have them at home?” It also 
allows readers to express xenophobic and racist 
hostility towards them. 

Following complaints, the police are 
investigating whether the site's content 
violates the law. So far there are no criminal 
proceedings, according to Pavel Hantak, 
a spokesman for the organised crime unit. 
The National Party’s press officers say the 
project is an answer to party chairwoman 
Petra Edelmannova’s appeal for an end to 
immigration. The party also recently posted 
Fitna, a short anti-Islamic film by the far-right 
Dutch MP Geert Wilders, on its website. 

Meanwhile, the fascist Czech Workers 
Party, which is close to the National Party, 
has announced the formation of its own 
security corps. It currently has a 20-strong 
security squad but hopes to expand this into 
an army of thugs. Czech law forbids such 
groups from carrying arms but Tomas 
Vandas, the party leader, says his party plans 
to set aside about £6,000 to buy uniforms. 
The so-called security corps is based on the 
“National Guard” formed by the far-right 
National Party and its Czech name 
“Ocranné sbory” is a direct translation of 
Schutzstaffel, Hitler’s infamous SS. 


Vi: Hitler birthday 
celebrations prompt call 
for crackdown on nazis 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ 
Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


BONEHEADS FROM ALL over Europe again turned 
Belgium into a nazi playground on 19 April when two 
Adolf Hitler birthday commemorations took place on 
the same day. Up to 60 boneheads gathered in 
Overpelt in Limburg, while another 300 nazis went to 
Bellegem, a tiny village close to the city of Kortrijk and 
the French border. 

Both events passed unhindered despite a 
campaign by the Flemish Anti-Fascist Front (AFF) to 
warn about the nazis’ planned “Hitler's birthday” 
weekend festivities. 

The venue in Overpelt was booked under the name 
of the supporters’ club of the Flemish premier league 
football team KV Mechelen. Neither the team nor its 
supporters have a racist reputation and the so-called 
supporters’ club turned out to be the Flemish branch 
of the nazi group Combat 18. Despite the low 
attendance, participants from Germany, Poland and 
the Netherlands were spotted. 

Their presence was not greeted with applause. 
Local residents alerted the police as soon as the nazis 
arrived. Unfortunately, the police refused to do any 
more than “observe the area”. At the entrance to the 
venue, a police officer explained to the press that 
nothing could be done because “they were doing 
nothing wrong". By 8pm the party was over. 

In Bellegem, the organiser was Blood and Honour 
Midgard, one of the two nazi gangs in Flanders that 
use the “Blood and Honour” name. This gathering was 
more successful and attracted around 300 
boneheads from all over Europe for a nazi soirée 
consisting of hate-filled ravings by assorted speakers, 
a Waffen-SS video and performances by nazi bands 
such as PWA from Estonia and Sense of Pride and 
Fight Tonight from Germany. 

Before the music, Stephen “Swiney” Swinfen of 
Blood and Honour England spoke about “resistance 
to the multicultural disease” and a Dutch nazi named 
only as Stuart claimed he was standing up to Jewish 
manipulation” and declared that “the victory of 
national socialism over democracy is the only way for 
the European people to survive" 

No incidents were reported and there were no 
arrests but the former minister Peter Van Velthoven, 
now an MP for the socialist SPA, has called for 
parliamentary action against nazi activities such as 
those on 19 April. 

A couple of days later, the Flemish public television 
station VRT broadcast a video recording made at the 
concert in Bellegem by a German undercover 
journalist. The tawdry spectacle of besotted 
boneheads “sieg heiling’” their way through the 
programme caused a wave of public shock and 
statements by outraged politicians and other 
influential personalities, who are finally taking up 
AFF's demands for a ban on all nazi activities in 
Belgium. The problem is that previous calls for 
parliamentary action and a crackdown on_ nazi 
activities have so far led to nothing. 
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Factional 
wars paralyse 
nazi scene 


Anders Dalsbro and 
Mikael Ekman report 
from Stockholm for 
EXPO and Antifa-Net 


THE VICIOUS STRIFE inside 
Sweden's hardcore nazi fringe continues 
to intensify, as rival groups threaten 
each other with death, commit burglary 
and rob each other in the struggle for 
members, influence and control of the 
white power music industry. 

On 8 March, a group of activists from 
the Nordic Alliance (NF) broke into a 
house belonging to a former NF activist 
near Gothenburg on the west coast of 
Sweden. Lars Lindén had recently 
defected to the rival nazi Info-14 
network and taken with him a detailed 
list of the NF’s mail order customers. 
When his erstwhile friends arrived, 
they showed they meant business by 
threatening him and forcing him to 
hand over two computers. 

Unusually, Lindén reported the 
robbery to the police, a crime against 
the “moral” code that exists in the 
twisted world of the white power 
movement in Sweden. Preliminary 
investigation indicates that there are 
more reasons than the robbery for the 
violent conflict that has now erupted 
between the NF and Info-14. 

A glimpse into some of the utter 
triviality behind the war between the 
nazis can be found in a written statement 
made by one of the six persons in custody 
for the robbery. “The organisation in 
which Lars Lindén and his partner 
Charlotte Toborn are now working often 
makes fun of the NF calling them nerds 
and Internet warriors,” he wrote. 

The robbery is just one of a series of 
nasty incidents that have characterised 
the nazi movement in recent years and 
led former allies to become bitter 
enemies. 


United by murder 

It was during the second half of the 
1990s that the Swedish white power 
scene first began to crack under the 
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The feuding has hit the annual nazi march in Salem 


All pictures: Expo 


pressure of internal antagonisms, after 
a series of violent incidents and 
murders involving the nazi movement 
had finally prompted Swedish society 
to react to the danger in its midst. 
That had worsened the problems of the 
increasingly fractious nazis. 

Then, on the night of Saturday 9 Dec 
2000, 17-year-old Daniel Wretstrém 
was killed in Salem near Stockholm. 
The nazis regarded the murder as a gift 
from heaven because of the media’s 
description of Wretstrém as a “skinhead” 
and his killers as a “gang of immigrants”. 

Diving headfirst into the media 
whirlpool, Info-14 announced on its 
website that there would be a 
demonstration the following weekend 
to honour Wretstrém’s memory. Over a 
thousand people joined a torchlit nazi 
procession through Salem. They came 
from the whole nazi spectrum — Info- 
14, the National Socialist Front (NSF), 
the Swedish Resistance Movement 
(SMR), Blood and Honour and other 
smaller groups — united in trying to 
latch on to Wretstrém’s death. But the 
unity did not last. 


The Salem march boycott 

The Salem march became an annual 
event. In 2006, Sweden's biggest nazi 
group, the NSF, refused to take part 
because of a long-running row with 
the Salem Foundation, an outfit 
founded in 2002 by Info-14 to 
consolidate its credentials as the sole 
organiser of the march, 

Aggrieved at being elbowed aside, 
the NSF suspected that the Salem 
Foundation had increasingly been 
interfering in the organisational details 
and presentation of the march and that 
speakers from the various groups were 
being curtailed in what they could say. 
The Salem Foundation was also accused 
of taking all the credit for the march. 


Although the NSF boycotted Salem, 
it did not comment publicly on the 
event and did not try to prohibit other 
nazis from going to Salem. Info-14’s 
website ignored the NSF’s absence. 
The SMR too had begun to have 
difficulties in uniting with the Salem 
Foundation over the rules for the 
Salem march but continued to particip- 
ate, though without providing a speaker. 


Pistol threat 

Politically isolated from the NSF and 
SMR, Info-14 has moved towards the 
creation of a network of so-called 
independent or free nationalists after the 
model of the German Kameradschaften, 
something the organised nazi groups 
continue to see as a direct threat to their 
own efforts to disrupt Swedish society. 

In March 2007, the hostility between 
the various nazi groups escalated when 
three people, at least one of whom 
belonged to the SMR, invaded the 
home of a nazi activist in Helsingborg 
and threatened him with a pistol. 
The reason for the raid was that the 
SMR_ objected very strongly to 
“independent” groups because they were 
splitting the movement. 

The pistol incident led to an open 
repudiation by Info-14 and the NF 
of the SMR’s intimidatory methods. 
In reply, the SMR declared, “If parts of 
the so called national movement wish to 
start a boycott against, or condemn, the 
Resistance Movement because of this 
occurrence, we welcome that. Let us in 
that case go our separate ways.” 

The other groups took the SMR at its 
word with the result that the SMR was 
told it was not welcome at the June 
2007 People’s March in Stockholm. 
But when the march started, the 
organisers proved unable to stop the SMR 
from muscling its way in and driving 
some of the “independent” nazis away. 


Verbal war 

By the December 2007 Salem march, 
which the SMR boycotted, the conflict 
between the NSF and Info-14 had 
become venomous. After the march, the 
NSF publicly criticised Info-14, 
accusing its leading members of 
threatening NSF members and stating 
ominously that “the risks of such 
irresponsible behaviour should be 
obvious to those involved”. 

Info-14 nervously expressed regret 
that the NSF had criticised it 
publicly and complained that it had 
been exposed to the hostility of 
the NSF's leaders for a long time. 
Info-14 also threw back the accusation 
of threats, pointing out that it “has 
had continuous talks with NSF 


representatives and individual members 
after exclamations such as ‘everyone 
in Info-14 ought to be killed” had 
been made. 

Apart from the NSF, Info-14 and the 
NF were the only larger groups left at 
Salem but very soon they too would be 
seriously at odds with each other. 


Increased competition 

At the start of 2008, the NF created a 
website, motstand.nu, with groups 
belonging to a network of so-called 
independent nationalists, by which 
they meant national revolutionary, 
Strasser-type nazis. Info-14 which, for 
a long time, had been flagging up its 
own similar project under the name 
“Free Nationalists”, reacted to the NF’s 


move by accusing the NF of not being 
genuinely independent. 

Outraged, the NF reacted bitterly 
to Info-14’s accusations and wrote 
on its internet forum, nordisk.nu: 
“It is unfortunate that Info-14’s 
management has chosen this negative 
attitude towards motstand.nu and the 
NF, since Info-14 has had a favoured 
position at nordisk.nu and the NF has 
made special efforts to co-operate with 
Info-14. This latest counterproductive 
attack may, however, mark the end of 
these special efforts.” 

The mounting rivalry between the 
warring factions is, we are pleased to 
note, now paralysing the nazi scene and 
causing deepening suspicion between 
the various antagonists. ~=a 


Free Nationalists/Info-14 


Sweden's nazi factions 


Info-14, led by Robert Westerlund, was founded in 1995 as a 


newspaper for young nazis in Stockholm. Since 1999, it has been an 
internet-only publication not tied to any party. At the end of February 
2008, the crew behind Info-14 launched a new internet portal, named 
Free Nationalists, as a meeting place for independent nazi activists. 
Members of Info-14’s editorial staff run the Free Nationalists network. 


Swedish Resistance Movement (SMR) 

In 1995, the Independent Nationalist Youth was founded in Stockholm 
with the support of the Swedish Democrats. It soon changed its name 
to National Youth. In 1997, activists of the terrorist White Aryan 
Resistance, led by the convicted killer Klas Lund, joined and National 
Youth became the youth section of the newly established SMR until 
2006 when the SMR closed it down. 


National Socialist Front (NSF) 

Founded in 1994, the NSF is now Sweden's biggest nazi organisation. 
It fields candidates in local and general elections, so far unsuccessfully. 
Its leaders are Anders Arleskog and Daniel Hoglund and its main 
activities are leaflet distribution and small street meetings. 


Nordic Alliance (NF) 

The NF, whose most prominent personality is Anders Lagerstrom, was 
founded in 2004. Its main activities are publishing and organising 
lectures, and it runs the Nordic Publishing House, which is one of the 
biggest white power sales outlets in Sweden. In April 2007, it set up 
the internet forum nordisk.nu, a meeting place for Swedish nazis that 
today has around 11,000 members. In spring 2008, it launched a 
further activist portal which introduced several local groups 
affiliated to the NF. 


top to bottom) Free Nationalists/Info-14, 
Swedish Resistance Movement, 
National Socialist Front, (left) Nordic Alliance 
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Anti-fascist traditions win through in Hamburg 


An on-the-spot report from Michael Klein in Barmbek for Enough is Enough and Antifa-Net 


TENS OF THOUSANDS of anti- 
fascists turned out across Germany to 
thwart nazi attempts to hijack May 
Day. The biggest anti-fascist responses 
were in Hamburg and Nuremberg 
where together more than 20,000 
people gathered to demonstrate fierce 
opposition to fascism. 

In Hamburg, the 1,200 nazis who had 
poured into the city from northern, 
northeastern and western Germany 
used the slogan “the only social path is 
the national one” in a bid to present 
themselves as the “true representatives” 
of “ordinary people”. They | failed 
miserably: the “ordinary people” were 
out on the streets blockading their 
march route. 

For the nazis, mobilised by the 
National Democratic Party (NPD) and 
Freie Kameradschaften, the Hamburg 
march was the focal point of their 
campaigning for several months since 
they had announced their plan to invade 
Barmbek, a working-class area with a rich 
history of socialist struggle. They even 
leafleted there to press their bogus claims 
to speak for the working class. 

The nazi announcement at first 
caused shock and consternation, a 


situation not helped by a decision by the 
DGB (the German TUC) to switch its 
own May Day demonstration from 
Barmbek to another location. 

Fortunately, local trade union activists 
including Hamburg dockers, and anti- 
fascists not only blasted the DGB’s 
defeatist stance but set about organising 
concretely to stop the nazis. In a 
sustained campaign, local residents held 
several meetings and produced anti- 
nazi posters, while anti-fascists in other 
parts of Hamburg and neighbouring 
towns also mobilised to help Barmbek 
defend itself, thus forging a de facto 
anti-fascist alliance determined to 
ensure that there would be no nazi 
march through their district. 

On the day, well over ten thousand 
people gathered in Barmbek to stage a 
rousing demonstration along the same 
route the nazis planned to use a few 
hours later. Then, instead of dispersing, 
the anti-fascists blocked a major 
crossroads and several strategic side 
streets, barring the way to the nazis. 

At their assembly point, the nazis 
were incandescent with rage. “We won't 
be stopped by anybody. As Germans, we 
will fight for Germany,” blustered 


The BNP’s German friends fight the police 
Picture: juelich ip-photo 


Thomas Wulff, the Hamburg fascist 
who sits on the NPD’s national 
executive and is also a Freie 
Kameradschaften \eader. Also whining 
was Constant Kusters, the leader of the 
Dutch People’s Union, who threatened, 
without any hint of irony: “We can act 
in other ways to make sure Germans 
have control again”. 

Others attempted to show what 
Kusters meant. About 200 so-called 
autonomous nationalists attacked a 
group of anti-fascists before being 
sent packing by police in riot gear. 
Later, police chief Peter Born said that 
his officers had had to break up the 
clash because “otherwise someone 
would have been killed ... so great was 
the right-wing’s potential for violence”. 

No wonder the nazis were frustrated. 
They could not start their march on 
time, were forced to hang around for 
what seemed an age and even had 
problems reaching their assembly point 
by train because small fires had been 
started between the tracks. It later 
emerged that on their way to Barmbek a 
gang of 60 masked nazis had taken 
control of two carriages of a regional 
train from Pinneberg, and used the 
train's public address system to bawl: 
“From today, German railways are 
transporting Germans and foreigners 
separately. Foreigners please go to the 
goods wagon.” 

When the nazis finally marched, after 
the police used water cannon and 
batons to clear a way for them, they 
were constantly harassed by large 
crowds of anti-fascists whom they 
attempted to attack. 

After a short march, which was hardly 
the SA brownshirt-style parade with 
banging drums and disciplined ranks 
they had envisaged, the nazis began to 
hold a rally. But the police had other 
ideas. They ripped a megaphone out of 
the hands of the nazi lawyer Jurgen 
Rieger while he was singing the German 
national anthem and sprayed teargas at 
the rest of the fascist mob to encourage 
them to leave. On their way home, 
the nazis gave vent to their violent 
proclivities by assaulting anti-fascists 


and people whose appearance upset 
them in Bremen and Bad Kleinen. 
Despite this, the day was a major 
success for anti-fascism. Not only 
had it proved possible to curtail the 
nazi procession but it had also intro- 
duced large numbers of local people, 
including families with children, to 
practical and self-confident anti- 
fascism. The presence of so many local 
people also meant that the mass media 
were unable to ignore their protest. 
At the same time, trade unionists 
demonstrated that they were not 
prepared to accept the fatalism of 
leaders who had abandoned their local 
community to a nazi incursion. ~=q 


The people of 
Barmbek protest 
against the nazis 
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NPD shows its true colours 


From Andreas Speit and Robert 
Andreasch for Der Rechte Rand and 
Antifa-Net in Hannover 


HUMILIATED IN HAMBURG, the National Democratic 
Party (NPD) really let its hair down on May Day in 
Nuremberg with a ghastly display of the real politics of 
the British National Party’s German friends. 

The NPD’s intention was that May Day should be the 
climax of a nationwide campaign launched by the 
party’s youth wing in March that, according to Udo 
Voigt, the party leader, would spell out that “Nothing is 
left of the social market economy in this country” and 
put the NPD’s “social” policies to the fore. 

Nuremberg, scene of Hitler's infamous mass rallies in 
the 1930s, was chosen for the NPD’s main May Day 
march in southern Germany this year because of the 
Bavarian regional elections in September. 

A chanting mob of about 1,100 NPD members and 
supporters, heavily protected by police, formed up 
behind a banner bearing the cogwheel emblem of 
Hitler’s German Labour Front. In the front were Voigt, 
Udo Pastérs, the party's chief in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, and Jiirgen Gansel, an NPD member of 
the regional parliament in Saxony. 

None of the three showed the least irritation or 
embarrassment when Matthias Fischer, the NPD’s 
chairman in the Bavarian region of Mittelfranken, 
bawled through his megaphone: “National Socialism, 
now, now, now!” They were similarly tolerant when 
Michael Schafer, federal chairman of the party's youth 
wing, echoed the ideas of his Nazi idols by declaring: 
“Our ideal is the German Volksgemeinschaft" and 
yelling “Nothing for us!”, deliberately eliding the 
second half of his sentence, an old slogan of Hitler's 
brown-shirted SA that goes, “Nothing for us; 
everything for Germany!” 

Perhaps because of the location Voigt showed less 
restraint. He branded the Central Council of Jews in 
Germany “a crowd of criminals” and screamed across 
the Rathenauplatz, “Germans wake up! Send the 
politicians where they belong, to labour camps!” 

Further west in Kaiserslautern, 300 nazis staged a 
march before moving on to demonstrate in Neustadt 
an der Weinstrasse. Officially, the innocuously named 
Citizens’ Initiative for Social Justice organised the two 
events but the real organisers were the nazi Rhine- 
Neckar Action Bureau and the NPD. 

In the evening, the nazis’ North German Action 
Bureau reported on its website that the day had been 
“one of the most successful and combative missions in 
recent years”. Writing about the attacks on the anti- 
fascists, it gloated in the tone of a Second World War 
comic: “The comrades stormed decisively towards the 
leftwingers”. 

Two days later, worried that such an admission could 
get people arrested, the report was changed to read: 
“We ran towards the lefties to defend ourselves”. Fancy 
footwork, but it may not be enough to prevent the 
authorities banning their marches more easily in future. 

Only time will tell. <= 


International 


Batskin steps in as FN influence wanes 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


FOR SOME TIME now, the Front 
National (NF) has helplessly witnessed 
the slow crumbling of its political 
monopoly over the French nationalist 
movement. The weakening of its once 
dominant position is the result of the 
party’s mounting financial, electoral and 
structural problems. Its by-products are 
a return to the nationalist landscape of 
the notorious fascist bonehead Serge 
“Batskin” Ayoub and in March a 
reappearance of nazi heavy mob tactics 
on the streets. 

Ayoub’s glory days were the end of 
the 1980s and early 1990s when, eager 
for photo opportunities, he pranced 
around Paris, touting himself to any 
journalist within a 150km radius, as 
leader of the Revolutionary Nationalist 
Youth (JNR). During this period, he 
was in close contact with the so-called 
Third Way and the French Nationalist 
Party (PNF). 

The JNR never had more than a 
dozen members and its notoriety was 
largely built on the fact that the media 
always found its egotistical leader 
good for a story when there was a 
dearth of news. 

It helped that Ayoub had a ready 
selection of soundbites denouncing the 
FN as “bourgeois” and “reactionary”. 
That did not stop Ayoub from offering 
his dubious services, several times, to 
the FN’s goon squad, the Départment 
Protection Securité (DPS), or from 
saying in 1995 that he was thinking 
of standing for election as an FN 
candidate. 

Ayoub had to abandon this plan 
when the DPS handed police the names 
of the three boneheads responsible 
for the brutal racist murder of a young 
Moroccan, Brahim Bouaram, during 
the FN’s May Day demonstration in 
Paris in 1995. 

The law breathing down his neck, the 
skinhead hero jettisoned politics and 
turned to bikers and drug dealing. 
The evidence suggests that he was useless 
at that, getting himself arrested several 
times for supplying crystal meth, then a 
scarcely known drug. Ayoub, however, 
had little to worry about, thanks to his 
mother who held a high position in 
the Paris magistracy. 
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But a series of murky affairs, 
including murder, involving his pals 
in the JNR made it uncomfortable 
for him to hang around in France. 
He disappeared from view, leaving 
behind a smokescreen of rumour that he 
had been seen as a mercenary variously 
in “the East” and South America. 

Then as suddenly as he had left, 
Ayoub returned to France “for family 
reasons”. At first, he tried to renew his 
links with his former comrades and 


So-called 
fascist 
legend 
Serge 
“Batskin" 
Ayoub 


then opened a bar, catering mainly for 
the biker fraternity, and publicly joined 
the Hell’s Angels. 

Trying again to approach the Parisian 
radical nationalist milieu, he took part 
in several gatherings but really only 
made his return to fascist politics 
official in 2007 when he supported a 
meeting of one of the FN’s rivals on the 
right, Alain Soral’s Equality and 
Reconciliation (E&R). Since then, he 
has opened a new bar where E&R 
meets and which is open to all factions 
of the nationalist movement. 

Meanwhile, some sections of the FN 
appear to have cast respectability to the 
wind during the local elections in 
March. It has now emerged that the 
DPS was involved in violent attacks on 
political opponents in several towns, 
in some cases at their homes. 

This return to the FN’s old violent 

methods reached its peak at the end of 
March at a street market in suburban 
Paris after an incident in which the 
FN candidate, protected by about 
15 thugs from  Renouveau 
_ Frangais, was told their presence 
| was unwelcome. 
_ Two weeks later, a mob of 40 
, rightwing extremists belonging 
variously to the DPS, Renouveau 
Frangais, ultra-rightist student 
groups and Pro-Patria tried to 
ambush anti-fascists at the market. 
In addition to the helmets, iron 
bars and teargas they usually bring to 
such encounters, the DPS came armed 
with paint ball guns which, fortunately, 
they did not have time to use in a 
punch-up involving more than 80 
people. The most astonishing aspect of 
the incident was the attitude of the FN, 
which in a press release rushed to claim 
responsibility for the attack. 

With its lack of activists and 
pressured by growing competition on 
the far right, the FN has lost the 
commanding influence it once had. 
Although its May Day demonstration is 
still the main occasion for the whole 
nationalist galaxy to show itself off each 

year, it is increasingly evident that as 
far as large numbers of people on the 
far right are concerned, the FN is no 
longer the only gameintown. ~@ 


FN candidate 
arrested for killing 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE FIVE YOUNG FASCISTS who killed 
29-year-old Nicola Tommasoli in 
Verona last month were already 
known to the local police. Over the 
past two years they have investigated 
the activities of around 17 “vigilantes” 
linked to 13 violent acts, most of them 
racially motivated. 

Raids on their homes had 
revealed a collection of nazi and 
fascist emblems and _ weapons. 
Police say the gang attacked people 
they considered enemies “because 
they looked different on account of 
the colour of their skin, their style 
of clothing or their behaviour”. 
Forza Nuova (FN) denied that any of 
its members were involved in the 
killing. However one of the five now 
under arrest, who briefly sought to 
avoid justice by flying to London, 
was an FN local election candidate in 
Verona. His lawyer was the FN’s 
mayoral candidate. 

Verona is controlled by a rightwing 
administration headed by a Northern 
League mayor. The killing has 
highlighted the relationship between 
the League's tendency to encourage 
the vigilantes phenomenon and 
fascist gangs that take the law into 
their own hands and resort to 
violence. In many of the comments 
that have poured into the forums 
opened by a number of newspapers 
over the Verona killing there has been 
severe criticism at the way Silvio 
Berlusconi and his cronies have given 
legitimisation to neofascists over the 
past 14 years and brought about a 
situation in which, as one message put 
it, “if a fascist squad roams about in the 
street, let's leave it alone, as long as it’s 
not Romanians’ (i.e. immigrants). 

In such a_ climate of public 
endorsement of neofascists, exposures 
of the activities of the most extreme 
wings are rare and can even encounter 
problems. Two cinemas in Rome and 
Milan were forced to cancel screenings 
of the first documentary on the links 
between Italian nazi rock bands, 
football hooliganism and the far right, 
the mixture to be found in the 
background of those arrested in Verona. 

In the 75-minute documentary 


Nazirock, rock bands are seen 
performing in front of fans with arms 
raised in the Nazi salute while a huge 
banner states in capitals “MORE 
NAZISM FOR US ALL” Roberto Fiore, 
leader of FN and now an MEP in place 
of Alessandra Mussolini who resigned, 
presented a legal challenge claiming 
that the content of the documentary 
amounted to defamation of his party. 

Film director Claudio Lazzaro was 
shocked at how the cinemas 
capitulated so easily to such 
intimidation. He shot most of the 
documentary during a_ three-day 
jamboree organised by FN in 2006 
under the title “Campo d’Azione” 
(Action Camp) in a large hangar near 
Viterbo, central Italy. The international 
gathering was attended by speakers 
from several European countries, 
including Udo Voigt of the German 
National Democratic Party, lon 
Geblescu of the Romanian Nova 
Dreapta and Manuel Andrino of the 
Spanish Falange. 

As well as recording the speeches, 
including attacks against a multiracial 
society and a chilling account of the 
hunting down of an Arab antifascist 
student, Lazzaro focused on the rock 
bands and on interviews with the 
younger members of the audience in an 
effort to understand the role this kind of 
music plays in the process of bringing 
new recruits into the nazi movement. 

The rock band Hobbit, long 
associated with FN, are seen 
performing what has become a fascist 
hymn, “Cuore nero” (My heart is fascist), 
which develops into a chorus chanted 
by fans with the Nazi salute repeated at 
intervals. Another band, Legitimate 
Offence (“We do not acknowledge that 
history [the Holocaust], we define 
ourselves as. revisionists”) works their 
audience to a frenzy with lyrics that 
amount to an apologia of violence 
(‘Violence is legitimate offence against 
your hypocrisy, your blood quenches 
my thirst”). Other songs are conceived 
to raise the temperature at football 
matches (“Sundays at the stadium, so 
much blood, so much honour 
whoever touches a fascist dies, risk 
of death”). 


The documentary captures the 
appearance at the FN jamboree of 
two guest speakers, Luigi Ciavardini 
who received a 30-year jail sentence 
for the bomb at Bologna railway 
station in 1980 that killed 85 people, 
and Andrea Insabato (“injured but 
still alive, give him a big welcome’!), 
who in December 2000 threw a 
bomb into the offices of the leftwing 
daily I! Manifesto. 

Insabato, who was nicknamed at the 
time “the cashier of FN” and spent some 
time in London working for its founders, 
is filmed saying, “The real enemy is the 
financial power, the Zionist power, and 
not young people like you. We must 
love our country for the sake of our 
traditions, for the sake of our FAITH" 
Up goes his arm in the Nazi salute. 

The camera shows the merchandise 
on sale at souvenir stands. There are 
badges with the faces of Hitler and 
Rommel as well as books denying the 
existence of the Holocaust. Away from 
the FN Action Camp, but in full 
context, the documentary shows 
Berlusconi at a rally held in Rome in 
December 2006, flanked on the 
platform by the negationist MEP Luca 
Romagnoli, leader of Fiamma 
Tricolore, and Alessandra Mussolini, 
the Duce's granddaughter. 

In interviews with young people in 
their teens attracted by the nazi 
movement Lazzaro finds a mixture of 
historical ignorance, intense frustration 
at the corruption of the political class, 
and a misplaced desire for social justice. 

Lazzaro is sceptical about the 
chances of the documentary being 
shown in Italy. “The kind of censorship 
and self censorship that operates in 
the Italian media will never allow this 
documentary to be shown on Italian 
television’, he says. 

Clips of the documentary with 
English subtitles can be seen at 
www.nazirock.it. ~a 


International 


By Graeme Atkinson 


SIX PEOPLE DIED and 38 or more were 
injured in at least 24 serious racist and 
nazi assaults in Russia in April, 
according to figures released by the 
Sova Centre monitoring organisation 
in Moscow. Attacks took place in 
Moscow, Vladivostok, Kazan, Nizhny 
Novgorod, St Petersburg, Penza, 
Ryazan, and Stavropol. Since the start 
of the year, there have been 211 
reported victims of hate crimes, 53 of 
whom have died. 

Police in Moscow drastically 
increased their presence around 
the anniversary of Hitler’s birth on 
20 April amid public concern about 
nazi threats to cause trouble. But the 
police were unable to prevent attacks 
in St Petersburg, Stavropol and 
Ryazan, which resulted in two deaths. 

Acts of vandalism were recorded in 
Moscow and in the Moscow region. 
Nazi graffiti appeared near a 
memorial plaque dedicated to 
members of the wartime Jewish Anti- 
Fascist Committee, while a Second 
World War memorial in Khimki was 
daubed with swastikas. The same 
day, nazis hacked into the Holocaust 
Centre’s website and replaced the 
homepage with swastikas. 

SOVA has also reported that 
fascist and ultra-nationalist websites 
started to circulate a list of senior 
judges, including home addresses and 


personal information, in March. It has 
now grown to include 50 names and 
personal data of high-ranking Interior 
Ministry and justice officials, public 
figures and scientists who work on the 
problem of xenophobia in Russia. 

A number of fascist websites have 
links to the list, accompanied by direct 
threats of violence and murder. In the 


recent years, high-profile opponents of 


the rise of rightwing extremism in 


Russia have been targets for threats of 


violence, physical reprisals and murder, 
most notably the ethnologist Nikolai 
Girenko, who was killed at his home in 
St Petersburg in 2004 and a judge 
murdered in the Moscow region. 

The revelations of internet threats to 
state officials followed a rally in 
Moscow on 19 April by around 400 
fascists at which speakers called for 
the murder of government officials, 
praised terrorist. methods and 
demonised the Jews. The national 
daily Kommersant commented that at 
a time when peaceful opposition 
demonstrations are routinely sup- 
pressed in Moscow through police 
violence and_ intimidation, the 
freedom enjoyed by the extreme right 
in Moscow and elsewhere calls into 
question the sincerity of city and 
national leaders who have publicly 
urged interethnic tolerance. 

The rally, in Triumph Square, was 
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Fascist violence leads to six more deaths 


attended by members of the 
National Great Power Party of Russia, 
the Union of Orthodox Standard 
Bearers and the Slavic. Union 
(abbreviated to SS in Russian), who 
held placards condemning “Jewish 
fascism” and the “Jewish mafia” and 
calling on Slav women to “guard the 
purity of your race”. 

Some speakers called for the release 
of Vladimir Kvachkov, in prison for 
his part in an assassination plot 
against a Jewish government official. 
Olga Kasyanenko of the Movement 
Against Illegal Immigration harangued 
the mob with the words: “Arm 
yourself! Defend your families!” 
finishing with the nazi slogan “Russia 
for the Russians!”. 

Leonid Simonovich, leader of the 
Union of Orthodox Standard Bearers, 
read a poem advocating the murder 
of government officials by a terrorist 
bombing campaign and_ Nikolai 
Kuryanovich, a former member of 
parliament, also made a_ speech. 
The rally blatantly violated Russian 
laws against extremist activity, calls to 
overthrow the constitutional structure 
of the state, and inciting ethnic hatred. 
Nevertheless, the police reportedly 
only stood by and watched. ~ 


(With acknowledgements to the Sova 
Centre and FSU Monitor) 
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A Get Up for 
Standing Up 


30 years ago The Clash, Misty, TRB and Steel Pulse inspired a generation to stand up for 
Rock Against Racism. Three decades on our redesign of the original RAR logo is for those new 


and old to the militant entertainment mix needed more than ever if we are to stop the BNP. 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


Join the growing movement for 


All across Britain people are signing up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 


Over 3,000 people have already done so but we need more if we are to 
build a movement that can defeat the BNP in the European elections. 


We need local organisers, activists and people who can work 
behind the scenes. Whatever your abilities, whatever your 
time commitments, there is something for you to do. 


The HOPE not hate campaign will hold a national 
organising school in autumn, but between now and then 
we want to build an alliance of organisations and 
individuals that can spread our message of HOPE. 


So if you want to help stop the BNP from winning MEPs, 
which would give the party far more influence and 
money than its London Assembly seat ever will, then 
please do sign up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 
You will be in good company. 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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his year marks the 50th anniversary of one of 

Britain's unsung heroes. Frank Foley, the Ml6 

station chief in Berlin during the 1930s, under 
the guise of “passport officer” at the British 
Embassy, risked his life to help thousands of Jews 
escape from almost certain death in Nazi Germany. 

Not only did he apply visa rules very loosely, he 
also helped forge papers and even hid Jews in his 
own home at great personal risk. Some believe 
his bravery, behind enemy lines, could have saved 
tens of thousands of Jews. 

Foley, who died in 1958, was involved with 
many of British intelligence’s greatest successes 
against the Nazi regime. Much later, in 1999, he 
was recognised as “Righteous Among the Nations” 
by Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Museum. 

But he did not receive formal 
recognition or honour in the UK. 

Compared to figures such as Oskar 

Schindler and Raoul Wallenberg, 
Foley remained largely unknown until 
the journalist Michael Smith, defence 
correspondent for the Daily Telegraph, 
began investigating his life in the late 
1990s and wrote a highly acclaimed 
biography”. It was Smith's efforts 

that led to Yad Vashem 
honouring Foley. 


In 2004 the Foreign Office paid tribute to his 
heroism by placing a plaque outside the British 
Embassy in Berlin. The local council put a plaque 
on his home in Highbridge, Somerset, to celebrate 
his bravery and a statue was erected in his honour 
the following year. 

A private man working for a secret organisation, 
Foley perhaps understandably lacks the national 
recognition his bravery deserves. The Holocaust 
Education Trust launched a campaign last month 
to try to rectify this, stating: “We believe the time 
is right to honour the heroic acts of Frank Foley 
and the small number of British rescuers, 
including Randolph Churchill, Sergeant Charles 
Coward, Jane Haining, Tommy Noble and Robert 
Smallbone, who risked their own lives and often 

the lives of their families to save others. 

These men and women are a testimony to the 
survival of humanity against the backdrop 
of collaboration and indifference.” 

Like us, you may also feel that these heroes 
should be recognised for their selfless acts. If 
so, please visit http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/UK- 

Rescuers/ and add your name to the Holocaust 

Educational Trust’s online petition. ~a 


*Michael Smith, Foley: The Spy Who Saved 
10,000 Jews [1999] 


